January 12,2025 | 9:30 am
BAPTISM OF OUR LORD

As children of God and disciples of Christ seeking peace and
justice in the world, we welcome, affirm, and include all people
into the fullness of God’s love. We celebrate and lift up people
of all races, cultures, ages, sexual orientations, gender
identities, physical or mental abilities, economic statuses,
political affiliation, appearances, family status, and citizenship
as equally loved and valued in the eyes of God and in this place.
All are invited to join this community as we worship God, grow
in faith, and strive to love and serve one another.

All, without exception, are welcome in this place.
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WELCOME

You are a blessing to us, and we’re glad you’re here today!

NEW HERE?

Please do not feel obligated to contribute an offering - you are our guest! Rather, please ask an usher for a
Let’s Get Acquainted card and drop it in the offering plate.

Restrooms are located on the same level as the sanctuary. Exit the back of the sanctuary, turn left into Parish
House, turn left again at ramp and continue midway down hallway. Restrooms are on the right.

Gluten-free communion wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle.

WHERE DO MY KIDS GO?

Children are always welcome to worship. Sunday School is offered for children ages 3 through 6th grade.
Families are encouraged to begin worship together at 9:30 in the Sanctuary. Children are dismissed from
worship and escorted to their classroom, located on the second floor of the Parish House. Children are
released to parents at worship conclusion, approximately 10:30 am.

PRAYER REQUESTS

The importance of prayer is affirmed throughout the Bible. As a church we are committed to pray - your
needs are important to us. Prayer request cards can be obtained from an usher and may be filled out and
dropped in the offering plate.

GATHERING TIMES GET CONNECTED
Sunday | 9:30 am | Sanctuary Connect with God, each other and our
Worship Celebration with Holy Communion community! Follow us on Facebook,
Livestream on YouTube (St John’s ELC Boyertown) YouTube and Instagram!
Thursday | 8:00 pm
Service Broadcast on Comcast Channel 98 @ n rr-']) u
SERVING IN WORSHIP
Acolyte Abby Torres Media Shannon Omlor
Altar Assistants Lauren Jones, Jen Schlegel Musicians Molly Herman, Patricia Keith
Altar Guild Mary Kay Heimbach, Amy Moyer  Prayer Mel Roth
Assisting Minister  Lauren Jones Sound Ashley Gheer
Lector Brian Moatz Video Scott Scheiry
Ushers Carol & Larry Angstadt, Mary Kay & Donnie Heimbach

Flowers given in loving memory of Henry L. Frey by his daughter, Paula Kriebel.



Baptism of Our Lord

Today’s festival rejoices in God’s blessings. We recall and celebrate our
adoption as God’s children, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the promised
company of almighty God when we “pass through the waters . . . the rivers
... fire.” On this day the heavens open again for this assembly, and we
receive the gift of God’s Beloved, Jesus, in bread and wine.

PRELUDE

WELCOME

The congregation may stand.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, our creator, our protector, our wellspring of life. Amen.
Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let us confess our sin.

Merciful God, you speak blessing and compassion into the world. Forgive us for the ways we act
with judgment, cruelty, or indifference. We ignore the needs of our neighbors; we resist your
call to oppose injustice; we give in to scarcity and fear; we assume the worst about one another.
Cleanse us from our faults and release us from their grasp. Show us your lovingkindness.
Restore our hearts and repair your world, that we may live in Christ’s ways. Amen.

God proclaims these words of assurance: “Do not fear, for | have redeemed you. | have called you
by name. You are mine.” In Christ, you are forgiven. In the Spirit, you are made free. Refreshed by
the waters of mercy, live anew as beloved children of God. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN

Baptized in Water
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prom - ise, faith-ful - ly now God’s praise we  sing.
giv - en, thank-ful - ly now God’s praise we  sing.
chil - dren; joy - ful - ly now God’s praise we  sing.

Text: Michael Saward, b. 1932
Music: BUNESSAN, Gaelic tune

Text © 1982 Jubilate Hymns, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with

you all. And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and revealed him as your
beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit faithful in your service, that we may
rejoice to be called children of God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



Change My Heart, O God

Refrain

Change my heart, O  God; make it ev-er true.
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Change my heart, O  God; may [ be like you.
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You are the pot - ter; I am the clay.
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Mold me and make  me; this is what [ pray.

Text: Eddie Espinosa, b, 1953
Music: CHANGE MY HEART, Eddie Espinosa
Text and music © 1982 Mercy/Vineyeard Publishing, admin, Music Services

Children are dismissed to Sunday School.
The congregation may be seated.
FIRST READING Isaiah 43:1-7

Near the end of Israel’s exile in Babylon, God promises to bring the people home. They need no longer be afraid,
because the one who formed, created, and called them by name now redeems them from all their enemies. God
declares them precious and honored, and God loves them.

1But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: Do not
fear, for | have redeemed you; | have called you by name, you are mine. 2When you pass through
the waters, | will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you
walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. 3For | am
the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. | give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and
Seba in exchange for you. “Because you are precious in my sight, and honored, and | love you, |
give people in return for you, nations in exchange for your life. °Do not fear, for | am with you; |
will bring your offspring from the east, and from the west | will gather you; 6l will say to the north,
“Give them up,” and to the south, “Do not withhold; bring my sons from far away and my
daughters from the end of the earth— “everyone who is called by my name, whom | created for
my glory, whom | formed and made.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



SECOND READING Acts 8:14-17

Peter and John are sent to support the new Christians in Samaria, a group that was recently baptized after hearing the
good news of Christ through the preaching of Philip. Here the Samaritans receive the gift of the Holy Spirit in the laying
on of hands.

“Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they
sent Peter and John to them. *The two went down and prayed for them that they might receive
the Holy Spirit 5(for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only been baptized
in the name of the Lord Jesus). Y"Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they received
the Holy Spirit.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
The congregation may stand.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia,

Lord, to whom shall we go?

You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL READING
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. Glory to you O Lord. Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

The reading opens with questions about the identity of the Messiah. John the Baptist insists that he is not the Messiah;
instead he points ahead to one who is coming. And whether the voice of God was heard by all or only by Jesus, God
settles the matter: Jesus is God'’s beloved Son.

5As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning
John, whether he might be the Messiah, *John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you
with water; but one who is more powerful than | is coming; | am not worthy to untie the thong of
his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. ¥His winnowing fork is in his hand,
to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn
with unquenchable fire.”

ZINow when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was
praying, the heaven was opened, 2%and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a
dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you | am well pleased.”

The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



The congregation may be seated.

SERMON Pastor Bob Machamer

The congregation may stand.

HYMN OF THE DAY Spirit of Gentleness
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1 You moved on the wa - ters, you called to the deep,
2 You swept through the des - ert, you stung with the sand,
3 You sang in a sta - ble, you cried from a  hill,
4 You call from to-mor - row, you break an-cient schemes.
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then you coaxed up the moun - tains from the val - leys of sleep;
and you goad - ed your peo - ple with a law and a land;
then you whis-pered in si - lence when the whole world was still;
From the bond - age of sor - row all the cap - tives dream dreams;
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and when they were blind - ed with i - dols and lies,
and down in the cit - 'y you called once a - gain,
our wom-en see vVvi - sions, our men clear their eyes.
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“A - wake from your slum - bers and  rise on your wings.”
then you spoke through your proph - ets to o-pen their eyes.
when you blew through your peo - ple on the rush of the wind.
With . . .bold new de - ci - sions your peo-ple a - rise.

Text: James K. Manley, b. 1940
Music: SPIRIT, James K. Manley
Text and music © 1978 James K. Manley, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The congregation may kneel.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the world, and all of
creation.

You call us by name and form us. We give thanks for the gift of baptism. Nurture the baptized and
equip people sent to proclaim the good news, especially Young Adults in Global Mission and
international congregations. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Your voice sounds over the waters. Speak words of healing over the rivers and lakes, seas and
oceans. Heeding your voice, lead us to care for water, and the land and creatures it nourishes.
God of grace, hear our prayer.

You give strength to your people. Uphold all who serve the common good. Guide federal and state
legislators, city and county officials, judges and juries. Strengthen our resolve to serve all in need.
God of grace, hear our prayer.



You are with us in challenging times. Draw near to all who are ill, undergoing treatment, or
recovering from surgery. Accompany individuals and families affected by addiction or mental
health challenges. Uphold each person as your beloved. God of grace, hear our prayer.

You draw us into community. Embolden ministries of racial reconciliation, nurture work on behalf
of immigrants and refugees, and equip each to use their gifts for the sake of neighbors near and
far. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Please verbally add your personal prayer requests

You grant us peace. Comfort all who grieve. Dwell with us in this life and, at the last, join us with
the saints whom you have created, formed, and named. God of grace, hear our prayer.

We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your promise is revealed
among the people. Amen.

OFFERING MUSIC
The congregation may stand.

OFFERING PRAYER

God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, and your abundance to the depths of the seas.
Bless what we offer to your service: our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts. Let us overflow with
gratitude and generosity, now and always. Amen.

COMMUNION MUSIC The Table Chris Tomlin
| will feast at the table of the Lord.
| will feast at the table of the Lord.

| won’t hunger anymore at His table.

Come all you weary, come and find
His yoke is easy, His burden light.
He is able; He will restore at the table of the Lord.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

On the night of his betrayal

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The joy of the Lord is our strength. Come, eat this meal of gladness.

The congregation may be seated.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT

All without exception, are welcome at the table of God’s grace and love. Please fill out a
communion card and hand to an usher or place in the box at back of sanctuary. Today we receive
the sacrament at the altar rail. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. Gluten-free
wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle. Return to your seats by the side aisle. If
you are unable to come forward for communion, please let an usher know and communion will be
brought to you.

The congregation may stand.

BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace, in the name
of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Nourishing God, at this table you have refreshed us with holy gifts of food and drink. Strengthen
us for service, and send us out to embody your good news of liberation and healing for the sake
of the world. In the name of Christ we pray, Amen.

BENEDICTION
The Spirit of the triune God bless you with joy, anoint you with compassion, and send you in love.
Amen.



SENDING HYMN Baptized and Set Free ELW 453
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1 We are peo -ple cre - at - ed cho - sen by God.
2 We are fed and we’re nour - ished, filled and re - freshed.
3 We are nour-ished by wa - fter, all  liv - ing things,
4 Now with praise and thanks - giv - ing, we join the song.
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Then we're washed, ev - er  gent - ly, in mer - cy and love.
Then our hun - ger re - turns and a-gain we are blessed
and by life that the Spir - it a - bun - dant - ly brings.
All are wel - come! We gath-er to sing loud and  strong.
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Sin has pow - er no more. Je - sus o - pened the door
For what-ev - er the need, God is great-er in - deed:
As we jour - ney toward home, may your pres-ence be known
Not en-slaved, but  set free! From now on, all will be
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to a foun-tain bring-ing heal-ing, and whole-ness and more.
end-less o -cean, al-ways deep-er than all of our need.
pre-cious riv -er, ev-er - flow-ing, now car - ry us home.
one in Je-sus, one in wa - ter, bap - tized and set free!

Text: Cathy Skogen-Soldner, b. 1956
Music: BAPTIZED AND SET FREE, Cathy Skogen-Soldner
Text and music © 1999 Augsburg Fortress.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Live in hope. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23029.
Hymns and service music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709485.



GUESTS are always welcome to the Table!

MEMBERS (two types)
Voting & Non-voting

KEEPING MEMBERSHIP SIMPLE

The only way you can ever be removed from the membership roll at St.
John's, or any ELCA congregation:

® You request a transfer

e  You ask to be removed

e You depart this life

Voting members must make a record of having:
e  Filled out a communion card and received the Lord’s Supper ONE time per year
o  Contributed ONE time per year, making sure your name is included
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MEN'S RETREAT

Forksville, PA
JANUARY 31-FEBRUARY 2

(Friday evening - Sunday afternoon)

Register by January 20 on our website

Questions?
Contact Brian at bmoatzsj@gmail.com




To honor Black History Month, the Ringgold band will present a concert at St. John's Lutheran Church,
Boyertown, on February 22, 2025. They will be featuring music by black composers and performers dating
from the 19th century to the present. Of special interest will be the swing music of Duke Ellington and Louis
Armstrong, marches by WW | band leader, James Reese Europe, and the amazing classical music of Florence
Price, who was the first African American woman to write a symphony performed by a major orchestra.
Among the vocal numbers featured, will be "Lift Every Voice and Sing". Also, a moving tribute to Civil Rights
Activist, Rosa Parks, is planned.
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THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S

SUNDAY, JANUARY 12 — Baptism of Our Lord

9:30 AM Worship Celebration

9:30 AM Sunday School

10:45 AM Coffee & Conversation

10:45 AM Lectio Divina Workshop
MONDAY, JANUARY 13

5:00 PM Newsletter Submission

6:30 PM Girl Scouts

7:30 PM Optimist Club of Boyertown
TUESDAY, JANUARY 14

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 15

8:15 AM Preschool Staff Meeting
9:30 AM Pottstown Soup Kitchen
10:00 AM Preschool Chapel Time
THURSDAY, JANUARY 16

9:30 AM Community Leaders Meeting
10:00 AM Chestnut Knoll Service

8:00 PM Worship Broadcast

FRIDAY, JANUARY 17

7:00 AM Men’s Small Group Bible Study
SATURDAY, JANUARY 18

8:30 AM Worship Team Workday
4:30 PM Come to the Table

SUNDAY, JANUARY 19 - Second Sunday after Epiphany
9:30 AM Worship Celebration

9:30 AM Sunday School

Sanctuary
Parish House, 2™ floor
Lower Level

Conference Room

Fellowship Hall

Conference Room

Preschool
Pottstown Salvation Army
Sanctuary

Conference Room
Chestnut Knoll
Comcast Ch 98

Telephone Conference

Conference Room
Fellowship Hall/Parking Lot

Sanctuary

Parish House, 2™ floor

Scan the QR Code with your phone’s camera
to connect to our website and view more of
what’s happening at St. John’s!
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PURPOSE STATEMENT

We believe God’s purpose for the people of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is to
develop joy-filled children of God who love the Lord and share God’s Word.

We do this by:

Maintaining a trusting and welcoming environment.
Praying daily.

Reading scripture regularly.

Sharing our faith through action-based service.
Encouraging holy conversations.

Feeding our faith with music.

With a focus on:

Activities that build relationships.

Worship that is relevant.
Meeting the needs of the vulnerable in our community.

Pastor Bob Machamer bmachamer@stjohnsboyertown.org
Kay Christman, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
Sue Grofe, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
Donnie Heimbach, Property
Bonnie Moatz, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
Shannon Omlor, Communications Coordinator somlor@stjohnsboyertown.org
Linda Rohrbach, Treasurer treasurer@stjohnsboyertown.org
Becky Scheiry, Parish Administrator parishadmin@stjohnsboyertown.org
/K( 45 N. Reading Avenue | Boyertown, PA 19512

610.369.1024 | fax 610.369.1463

kj]; stjohnsboyertown.org
rj/j/ Office Hours | Monday-Thursday 8:30am - 3:30pm | Friday 8:30am - 12:00pm
a
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