
 

 

 

DECEMBER 22, 2024 | 9:30 am 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As children of God and disciples of Christ seeking peace and 
justice in the world, we welcome, affirm, and include all people 
into the fullness of God’s love. We celebrate and lift up people 
of all races, cultures, ages, sexual orientations, gender 
identities, physical or mental abilities, economic statuses, 
political affiliation, appearances, family status, and citizenship 
as equally loved and valued in the eyes of God and in this place. 
All are invited to join this community as we worship God, grow 
in faith, and strive to love and serve one another. 

All, without exception, are welcome in this place. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Acolyte Camryn Friz; wreath: Berkosky Family Media Jason Friz 

Altar Assistants Bev & Joe Blake Musician Sam Kulp 

Altar Guild Sue & George Hill Prayers Sarah Eidle 

Assisting Minister Mel Roth Sound Brianna Rohrbach 

Lector Jean Machamer Video Jason Eidle 

Ushers Darin Moyer, Kevin Moyer, Carol Sematis, Terry Wadsworth 

 

GATHERING TIMES 

Sunday | 9:30 am | Sanctuary 
Worship Celebration with Holy Communion 
Livestream on YouTube (St John’s ELC Boyertown) 

Thursday | 8:00 pm 
Service Broadcast on Comcast Channel 98 

GET CONNECTED 

Connect with God, each other and our 
community! Follow us on Facebook, 
YouTube and Instagram! 

  

WELCOME 
You are a blessing to us, and we’re glad you’re here today! 

NEW HERE? 
Please do not feel obligated to contribute an offering - you are our guest! Rather, please ask an usher for a 
Let’s Get Acquainted card and drop it in the offering plate. 

Restrooms are located on the same level as the sanctuary. Exit the back of the sanctuary, turn left into Parish 
House, turn left again at ramp and continue midway down hallway. Restrooms are on the right. 

Gluten-free communion wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle. 

WHERE DO MY KIDS GO? 

Children are always welcome to worship. Sunday School is offered for children ages 3 through 6th grade. 
Families are encouraged to begin worship together at 9:30 in the Sanctuary. Children are dismissed from 
worship and escorted to their classroom, located on the second floor of the Parish House. Children are 
released to parents at worship conclusion, approximately 10:30 am. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

The importance of prayer is affirmed throughout the Bible. As a church we are committed to pray - your 
needs are important to us. Prayer request cards can be obtained from an usher and may be filled out and 
dropped in the offering plate. 



 

 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Cradle and cross are inextricably connected on the fourth Sunday of 
Advent. Between a lovely tribute to the little town of Bethlehem and 
Mary’s magnificent song of praise, the letter to the Hebrews reminds us 
in no uncertain terms that Christ’s advent is for “the offering of the body 
of Jesus Christ once for all.” It is the kind of tension in which the church 
always lives as when in holy communion—with high delight—“we 
proclaim the Lord’s death.” 

 

PRELUDE 

VIDEO 

WELCOME 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

The congregation may stand. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, alive in the world, reviving creation, arriving soon. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

God of mercy, we confess that we have sinned. We trust earthly powers and human authority 
alone. We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts. 

God of might, we confess that we have sinned. We have turned away from our neighbors. We 
have trusted false promises. 

God in our midst, we confess that we have sinned. We plead: come to us. Bring your mercy to 
birth in us. 

A righteous branch springs forth: it is Christ the Lord, our Savior, in whom we have forgiveness, 
life, and mercy. By the power of the Holy Spirit, receive the grace and forgiveness of God 
through Christ Jesus, whose day draws near. Amen. 

 

 

 



 

 

GATHERING HYMN                 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (verses 7 & 8) ELW 257 



 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all. And also with you. 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

We praise you, O God, for this wheel of time that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s 
advent. As we light the candles on this wreath, open our eyes to see your presence in the lowly 
ones of this earth. Enlighten us with your grace, that we may sing of your advent among us in the 
Word made flesh. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day 
draws near. Amen. 

Sung as the Advent wreath is lit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from 
the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always, for you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Change My Heart, O God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children are dismissed to Sunday School. 

The congregation may be seated. 

FIRST READING                                                                                 Micah 5:2-5a 

The prophet Micah, having pronounced judgment upon Judah, speaks of a future shepherd-king who, like David, will 
come from the small town of Bethlehem. (Ephrathah refers to the area around Bethlehem.) This king will restore Israel 

and bring peace. New Testament writers understood this passage to be referring to Jesus. 

2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall come 
forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 3Therefore 
he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then the rest of 
his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the 
strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they shall live secure, 
for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; 5aand he shall be the one of peace. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

 



 

 

SECOND READING                                              Hebrews 10:5-10 

The author of Hebrews uses the image of religious sacrifice to convey the significance of Christ’s coming. Through 
obedient acceptance of God’s will, Christ allows his own body to become the greatest sacrifice of all, one through 

which we are made a holy people. 

5Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and offerings you have not 
desired, but a body you have prepared for me; 6in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken 
no pleasure. 7Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ (in the scroll of the book 
it is written of me).” 8When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in 
sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the 
law), 9then he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish 
the second. 10And it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the body 
of Jesus Christ once for all. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

The congregation may stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia, 
Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia! 

GOSPEL READING                                        Luke 1:39-45 [46-55] 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. Glory to you O Lord. 

Elizabeth, John’s mother, and Mary, the mother of Jesus, are two women filled with the Holy Spirit and with faith. In 
Elizabeth’s inspired greeting and Mary’s song of praise we hear of a saving God who remembers, scatters, lifts up, and 

fulfills all things. 

39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 40where 
she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard Mary’s 
greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and 
exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 
womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44For as 
soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is 
she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” [ 46And 
Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 48for he has 
looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call me 
blessed; 49for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 50His mercy is 



 

 

for those who fear him from generation to generation. 51He has shown strength with his arm; he 
has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 52He has brought down the powerful from 
their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; 53he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the 
rich away empty. 54He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 55according to 
the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 

The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

The congregation may be seated. 

SERMON  Pastor Bob Machamer 

The congregation may stand. 

HYMN OF THE DAY                  The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came ELW 265 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
           and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The congregation may kneel. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and places that long for God’s 
presence. 

God our uniter, increase communication and cooperation in our relationships with those of other 
traditions and religions. Root your church in the radical message of your incarnation, and enable 
us to pursue your justice in the world. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 

God our creator, we praise you for the beauty that surrounds us. Awaken in us a renewed sense 
of care for the wildlife in our communities. Form us into faithful stewards of what you have made. 
Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 

God our sovereign, Mary proclaims a new way of life that lifts up the lowly and fills the hungry 
with good things. Nurture in local governments and municipalities a desire to care for all who are 
overlooked and ignored. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 



 

 

God our beacon, as the northern hemisphere begins its slow turn toward more daylight, remind 
us that even in the deepest nights, you are there. Comfort the lonely and bereaved. Hold closely 
the frightened, anxious, depressed, and ill. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 

God our guide, shepherd the leadership of this congregation. Bless the council and staff in 
discerning future ministry and open their hearts to the voices of the community. Lord, in your 
mercy, receive our prayer. 

Please verbally add your personal prayer requests. 

God our life, you remember the promises you have made to your people. In gratitude for those 
who have died, we praise you for your faithfulness throughout history. Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 

Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of our hearts, in the name of 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 

The congregation may be seated. 

OFFERING MUSIC 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Creator God, you made the whole world, even the farthest stars, and you draw near to feed us. 
We praise you for these gifts of bread and wine. Strengthen us with this food that we may live in 
expectation for the advent of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The congregation may stand. 

COMMUNION MUSIC  The Table Chris Tomlin 
I will feast at the table of the Lord. 
I will feast at the table of the Lord. 

I won’t hunger anymore at His table. 

Come all you weary, come and find 
His yoke is easy, His burden light. 

He is able; He will restore at the table of the Lord. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
On the night of his betrayal 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 



 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
God feeds us with tender mercy. Come to the table. 

The congregation may be seated. 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT 
All without exception, are welcome at the table of God’s grace and love. Please fill out a 
communion card and hand to an usher or place in the box at back of sanctuary. Today we receive 
the sacrament at the altar rail. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. Gluten-free 
wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle. Return to your seats by the side aisle. If 
you do not wish to come forward for communion, please let an usher know and communion can 
be brought to you. 

The congregation may stand. 

BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace, in the name 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Generous God, we thank you for the gift of life, for the bread of salvation. We thank you for 
coming among us, for leading us into peace. We thank you for showering us with mercy, for 
sending us into the world. Come, Lord Jesus, and go with us as we feed the hungry in your name. 
Amen. 

BENEDICTION 
God of endings and beginnings, God in the darkness and the light, God, our hope for the journey, 
bless and keep you now and forever. Amen. 

 

 



 

 

SENDING HYMN             Soon and Very Soon ELW 439 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel. Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 

 From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23029. 
Hymns and service music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709485. 



 

 

GUESTS are always welcome to the Table! 
 

MEMBERS (two types) 
Voting & Non-voting 

 
KEEPING MEMBERSHIP SIMPLE 

 
1. The only way you can ever be removed from the membership roll at St. 

John’s, or any ELCA congregation: 

• You request a transfer 

• You ask to be removed 

• You depart this life 

 
2. Voting members must make a record of having: 

• Filled out a communion card and received the Lord’s Supper ONE time per year 

• Contributed ONE time per year, making sure your name is included 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22 – Fourth Sunday of Advent 

9:30 AM Worship Celebration Sanctuary 

9:30 AM Sunday School Parish House, 2nd Floor 

11:00 AM Christmas Decorating Sanctuary 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 23 

Preschool Closed  

7:30 PM  Optimist Club of Boyertown  Conference Room 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24 – Christmas Eve 

Preschool & Office Closed  

3:00 PM Christmas Eve Service Sanctuary  

8:00 PM Christmas Eve Service Sanctuary 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25 – Christmas Day 

Preschool & Office Closed   

10:30 AM Christmas Day Service Sanctuary 

11:30 AM Christmas Day Meal Fellowship Hall 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 26 

Preschool & Office Closed  

10:00 AM Chestnut Knoll Service Chestnut Knoll 

8:00 PM Worship Broadcast Comcast Ch 98  

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 27 

Preschool & Office Closed   

7:00 AM Men’s Small Group Bible Study Telephone Conference 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 28 

9:00 AM Handbells Sanctuary 

4:30 PM Come to the Table Fellowship Hall/Parking Lot 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29 – Lessons and Carols 

9:30 AM Worship Celebration Sanctuary 

 
 
 
 

 

Scan the QR Code with your phone’s camera to 
connect to our website and view more of 

what’s happening at St. John’s! 



 

 

 

PURPOSE STATEMENT 
 

We believe God’s purpose for the people of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is to 
develop joy-filled children of God who love the Lord and share God’s Word. 

We do this by: 

▪ Maintaining a trusting and welcoming environment. 
▪ Praying daily. 
▪ Reading scripture regularly. 
▪ Sharing our faith through action-based service. 
▪ Encouraging holy conversations. 
▪ Feeding our faith with music. 

With a focus on: 

▪ Activities that build relationships. 
▪ Worship that is relevant. 
▪ Meeting the needs of the vulnerable in our community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Bob Machamer 
Pastor Bob Machamer 

bmachamer@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Kay Christman, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Sue Grofe, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Donnie Heimbach, Property  

Bonnie Moatz, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Shannon Omlor, Communications Coordinator somlor@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Linda Rohrbach, Treasurer treasurer@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Becky Scheiry, Parish Administrator parishadmin@stjohnsboyertown.org 

45 N. Reading Avenue | Boyertown, PA 19512 
610.369.1024 | fax 610.369.1463 

stjohnsboyertown.org 
Office Hours | Monday-Thursday 8:30am - 3:30pm | Friday 8:30am - 12:00pm 


