NOVEMBER 24,2024 | 9:30 am
CHRIST THE KING

As children of God and disciples of Christ seeking peace and
justice in the world, we welcome, affirm, and include all people
into the fullness of God’s love. We celebrate and lift up people
of all races, cultures, ages, sexual orientations, gender
identities, physical or mental abilities, economic statuses,
political affiliation, appearances, family status, and citizenship
as equally loved and valued in the eyes of God and in this place.
All are invited to join this community as we worship God, grow
in faith, and strive to love and serve one another.

All, without exception, are welcome in this place.
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WELCOME

You are a blessing to us, and we’re glad you’re here today!

NEW HERE?

Please do not feel obligated to contribute an offering - you are our guest! Rather, please ask an usher for a
Let’s Get Acquainted card and drop it in the offering plate.

Restrooms are located on the same level as the sanctuary. Exit the back of the sanctuary, turn left into Parish
House, turn left again at ramp and continue midway down hallway. Restrooms are on the right.

Gluten-free communion wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle.

WHERE DO MY KIDS GO?

Children are always welcome to worship. Sunday School is offered for children ages 3 through 6th grade.
Families are encouraged to begin worship together at 9:30 in the Sanctuary. Children are dismissed from
worship and escorted to their classroom, located on the second floor of the Parish House. Children are
released to parents at worship conclusion, approximately 10:30 am.

PRAYER REQUESTS

The importance of prayer is affirmed throughout the Bible. As a church we are committed to pray - your
needs are important to us. Prayer request cards can be obtained from an usher and may be filled out and
dropped in the offering plate.

GATHERING TIMES GET CONNECTED
Sunday | 9:30 am | Sanctuary Connect with God, each other and our
Worship Celebration with Holy Communion community! Follow us on Facebook,
Livestream on YouTube (St John’s ELC Boyertown) YouTube and Instagram!
Thursday | 8:00 pm
Service Broadcast on Comcast Channel 98 @ n @ u
SERVING IN WORSHIP
Acolyte Philip Derr Musicians Oley Valley High School Choir
Altar Assistants Ashley Gheer, John Gheer Lauren Jones
Altar Guild Jodie Dykie, Mary Kay Heimbach Chris Mervine
Assisting Minister  Amy Moyer Prayers Friz Family
Lector Krista Fretz Sound Myles Omlor
Media Justin Jones Video Nathan Wanish

Ushers Martha Bentley, Josee Ruckenbrod, Jen Schlegel, Nathan Wanish



Christ the King

Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still
longed for a true king to set things right. He would have the king’s title of
Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the “one like a human being” (Son
of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even
though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from the
truth to which he bears witness, and those who recognize the truth
voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day he is given dominion, knowing his victory will
be the nonviolent victory of love.

PRELUDE Christ is the King setting by Donald Busarow

Be the Change music by Laura Farnell

Oley Valley High School Choir
under the direction of Katherine Lynch

VIDEO

WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

The congregation may stand.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, our refuge, our delight, our beginning and our end. Amen.
Let us come in truth before the one who loves us and has freed us from our sin.

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, we confess that sin has taken hold of us and we are
complicit in its power. We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts cannot rest. Unbind us and set
us free. Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, that we may live just and generous lives for the
good of your world and the care of our neighbors, following in the servant way of Jesus. Amen.

These words are trustworthy and true: Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, swallowing
up death forever. For his sake, you are forgiven and God remembers your sin no more. Let your
heart be glad again, and rejoice in your salvation. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN Come, Thou Almighty King ELW 408
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Text: source unknown, ¢. 1757, alt.
Music: ITALIAN HYMN, Felice de Giardini, 1716-1796

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign
forever. Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united
by the glorious and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



Change My Heart, O God

Refrain
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Mold me and make  me; this is what [ pray.

Text: Eddie Espinosa, b, 1953
Music: CH/ \N(:l MY HEART, Eddie Espinosa
Text and music © 1982 Mercy/Vineyeard Publishing, admin. Music Services

Children are dismissed to Sunday School.
The congregation may be seated.
FIRST READING Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14

To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they were experiencing
would never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call all nations to account and
will give dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.

9As | watched, thrones were set in place, and an Ancient One took his throne, his clothing was
white as snow, and the hair of his head like pure wool; his throne was fiery flames, and its wheels
were burning fire. °A stream of fire issued and flowed out from his presence. A thousand
thousands served him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood attending him. The court sat
in judgment, and the books were opened. *As | watched in the night visions, | saw one like a
human being coming with the clouds of heaven. And he came to the Ancient One and was
presented before him. ¥*To him was given dominion and glory and kingship, that all peoples,
nations, and languages should serve him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that shall not
pass away, and his kingship is one that shall never be destroyed.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



SECOND READING Revelation 1:4b-8

The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly, Jesus is celebrated as
the firstborn from the dead who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one whose return we eagerly await.

“Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven
spirits who are before his throne, *and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the
dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by
his blood, ®and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and
dominion forever and ever. Amen. “Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him,
even those who pierced him; and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. So it is to be.
Amen. &1 am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to
come, the Almighty.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

The congregation may stand.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia,
Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia!
GOSPEL READING John 18:33-37

The Holy Gospel according to St. John. Glory to you O Lord.

In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power:
through force or with love.

3 pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the King of
the Jews?” 3*Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about
me?” ¥ Pilate replied, “l am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed
you over to me. What have you done?” 3¢ Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If
my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed
over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 3 Pilate asked him, “So you are a
king?” Jesus answered, “You say that | am a king. For this | was born, and for this | came into the
world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.”

The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



The congregation may be seated.

SERMON

The congregation may stand.

MUSIC SELECTION Give Thanks

Give thanks with a grateful heart
Give thanks to the Holy One
Give thanks because He's given
Jesus Christ His Son

(repeat)

And now let the weak say | am strong

Let the poor say | am rich

Because of what the Lord has done for us
(repeat)

Give Thanks
Give Thanks

Give thanks with a grateful heart
Give thanks to the Holy One
Give thanks because He’s given
Jesus Christ His Son

(repeat)

And now let the weak say | am strong

Let the poor say | am rich

Because of what the Lord has done for us
(repeat)

Give Thanks
Give Thanks
Give Thanks
Give Thanks

Pastor Bob Machamer

Henry Smith
1978 Integrity's Hosanna! Music
(Admin. by Integrity Music)



THE APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The congregation may kneel.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Rooted in God’s abundant love for the world, let us pray for our neighbors, the church, and all of
creation.

Revive our congregations, synods, and national church body to reflect the love, justice, and kinship
of your kingdom. Raise up diverse leaders who teach and serve your people. Merciful God, receive
our prayer.

Nourish parched lands and bring relief to flooded places. Protect wildlife habitats and endangered
species, that the chorus of creation’s praise resounds with joy. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Grant wisdom to the leaders who govern, legislate, and deliberate on our behalf. Advance your
nonviolent reign of justice-seeking love through their work. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Draw near to those who are detained, on trial, or incarcerated. Transform systems of retribution
into systems of reconciliation and restoration. Empower activists who advocate for change.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.



Remind us of your enduring love in all seasons. Guide the planning efforts of worship leaders and
volunteers who usher our congregation into a meaningful Advent. Merciful God, receive our
prayer.

Please verbally add your personal prayer requests.

In your eternal presence the saints sing of your majesty. Join our voices with theirs in praise to
the one who loves us and frees us from sin. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

We offer our prayers to you, gracious God, trusting in your boundless love for all that you have
made, through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

The congregation may be seated.

OFFERING MUSIC Veni, Emmanuel arr. Zachary Steele

The congregation may stand.
OFFERING PRAYER

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, you offered yourself in love for the world, and in this meal
you nourish us with your life. Fill us with your abundance, that we may feed the hungry and
welcome the stranger, trusting in your name. Amen.

COMMUNION MUSIC The Table Chris Tomlin
| will feast at the table of the Lord.
| will feast at the table of the Lord.

| won’t hunger anymore at His table.

Come all you weary, come and find
His yoke is easy, His burden light.
He is able; He will restore at the table of the Lord.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

On the night of his betrayal

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Behold, God is making all things new. Take your place in the new creation.

The congregation may be seated.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT

All without exception, are welcome at the table of God’s grace and love. Please fill out a
communion card and hand to an usher or place in the box at back of sanctuary. Today we receive
the sacrament at the altar rail. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. Gluten-free
wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle. Return to your seats by the side aisle. If
you do not wish to come forward for communion, please let an usher know and communion can
be brought to you.

The congregation may stand.

BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace, in the name
of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Faithful God, you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink in the body and blood of
your Son. Now send us out to labor with you, in service to the world you have made, and among
the people you have made your home, in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BENEDICTION
The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling One, poured out, bless
you now and forever. Amen.



SENDING HYMN Jesus Shall Reign ELW 434
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Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt.
Music: DUKE STREET, attr. John Hatton, d. 1793

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE How Can | Keep from Singing? Greg Gilpin

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23029.
Hymns and service music reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-709485.



GUESTS are always welcome to the Table!

MEMBERS (two types)
Voting & Non-voting

KEEPING MEMBERSHIP SIMPLE

1. The only way you can ever be removed from the membership roll at St.
John's, or any ELCA congregation:
e You request a transfer
e  You ask to be removed
e  You depart this life

2. Voting members must make a record of having:

Filled out a communion card and received the Lord’s Supper ONE time per year
Contributed ONE time per year, making sure your name is included

THE DIRECTOR'S

A

Saturday, December 14 ’ 7:00 PM
ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
45 N. READING AVENUE, BOYERTOWN
STJIOHNSBOYERTOWN.ORG

FREE ADMISSION
_.'OPEN TO THE-PUBLIC




& Live in Faith Together -
Experience the anticipation of Advent in

4 THE WAITING ROOM

Wednesday, December 4,11, 18

.
6:00 PM enjoy a simple meal (Lower Level)
6:45 PM participate in an activity N

7:00 PM engage in
Holden Evening Prayer
(Sanctuary)

sign up online to
provide soup
to share‘

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25
11:30AM - 1:00PM

" Christmas Day Meal

Volunteers needed - Sign up online!

Monetary donations for the purchase of
food and supplies is appreciated.
Checks noting “Christmas day meal”
can be mailed to the office.

=]
g b scan to

volunteer!




THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 24 - Christ the King

9:30 AM
9:30 AM
10:45 AM
11:00 AM

Worship Celebration
Sunday School
Coffee & Conversation

Congregation Council

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25

6:30 PM
7:30 PM

Lutheran Trump Cards

Optimist Club of Boyertown

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 26

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 27

Preschool Closed

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 28 — Thanksgiving Day
Office Closed

Preschool Closed

8:00 PM Worship Broadcast

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 29

Office Closed

Preschool Closed

7:00 AM Men’s Small Group Bible Study
9:00 AM Caring & Correspondence Mailing
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 30

4:30 PM Come to the Table

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1 - First Sunday of Advent
9:30 AM Worship Celebration

9:30 AM Sunday School

Sanctuary

Parish House, 2" Floor
Lower Level
Conference Room

Lower Level

Conference Room

Comcast Ch 98

Telephone Conference

Lower Level

Fellowship Hall/Parking Lot

Sanctuary

Parish House, 2™ Floor

Scan the QR Code with your phone’s camera to
connect to our website and view more of
what’s happening at St. John’s!




PURPOSE STATEMENT

We believe God’s purpose for the people of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is to
develop joy-filled children of God who love the Lord and share God’s Word.

We do this by:

Maintaining a trusting and welcoming environment.
Praying daily.

Reading scripture regularly.

Sharing our faith through action-based service.
Encouraging holy conversations.

Feeding our faith with music.

With a focus on:

Activities that build relationships.
Worship that is relevant.
Meeting the needs of the vulnerable in our community.

Pastor Bob Machamer bmachamer@stjohnsboyertown.org
Kay Christman, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
Sue Grofe, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
Donnie Heimbach, Property
Bonnie Moatz, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
Shannon Omlor, Communications Coordinator somlor@stjohnsboyertown.org
Linda Rohrbach, Treasurer treasurer@stjohnsboyertown.org
Becky Scheiry, Parish Administrator parishadmin@stjohnsboyertown.org
/K( 45 N. Reading Avenue | Boyertown, PA 19512

‘L 610.369.1024 | fax 610.369.1463

F;‘ stjohnsboyertown.org
,j_/j/g Office Hours | Monday-Thursday 8:30am - 3:30pm | Friday 8:30am - 12:00pm

OYERTOWN



