NOVEMBER 3, 2024 | 9:30 am
ALL SAINTS SUNDAY

As children of God and disciples of Christ seeking peace and
justice in the world, we welcome, affirm, and include all people
into the fullness of God’s love. We celebrate and lift up people
of all races, cultures, ages, sexual orientations, gender
identities, physical or mental abilities, economic statuses,
political affiliation, appearances, family status, and citizenship
as equally loved and valued in the eyes of God and in this place.
All are invited to join this community as we worship God, grow
in faith, and strive to love and serve one another.

All, without exception, are welcome in this place.
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WELCOME

You are a blessing to us, and we’re glad you’re here today!

NEW HERE?

Please do not feel obligated to contribute an offering - you are our guest! Rather, please ask an usher for a
Let’s Get Acquainted card and drop it in the offering plate.

Restrooms are located on the same level as the sanctuary. Exit the back of the sanctuary, turn left into Parish
House, turn left again at ramp and continue midway down hallway. Restrooms are on the right.

Gluten-free communion wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle.

WHERE DO MY KIDS GO?

Children are always welcome to worship. Sunday School is offered for children ages 3 through 6th grade.
Families are encouraged to begin worship together at 9:30 in the Sanctuary. Children are dismissed from
worship and escorted to their classroom, located on the second floor of the Parish House. Children are
released to parents at worship conclusion, approximately 10:30 am.

PRAYER REQUESTS

The importance of prayer is affirmed throughout the Bible. As a church we are committed to pray - your
needs are important to us. Prayer request cards can be obtained from an usher and may be filled out and
dropped in the offering plate.

GATHERING TIMES GET CONNECTED
Sunday | 9:30 am | Sanctuary Connect with God, each other and our
Worship Celebration with Holy Communion community! Follow us on Facebook,
Livestream on YouTube (St John’s ELC Boyertown) YouTube and Instagram!
Thursday | 8:00 pm @ u
Service Broadcast on Comcast Channel 98 n r.j

SERVING IN WORSHIP

Acolyte Delaney Hersperger Media Justin Jones

Altar Assistants Amanda Ehst, Tom Engle Musicians Patricia Keith, Sam Kulp

Altar Guild Melissa Eidle Prayers Jean Machamer

Assisting Minister  Jason Friz Sound Ashley Gheer

Lector Mary Kay Heimbach Video Camryn Friz

Ushers Mike Gilbert, Phil Haddad, Gerry Krause, Ed Schaeffer



All Saints Sunday

Of all three years of the lectionary cycle, this year’s All Saints
readings have the most tears. Isaiah and Revelation look forward to
the day when God will wipe away all tears; in John’s gospel, Jesus
weeps along with Mary and all the gathered mourners before he
demonstrates his power over death. On All Saints Day we celebrate
the victory won for all the faithful dead, but we grieve for our
beloved dead as well, knowing that God honors our tears. We bring
our grief to the table and find there a foretaste of Isaiah’s feast to come.

PRELUDE

VIDEO

WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

The congregation may stand.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, our refuge, our delight, our beginning and our end. Amen.
Let us come in truth before the one who loves us and has freed us from our sin.

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, we confess that sin has taken hold of us and we are
complicit in its power. We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts cannot rest. Unbind us and set
us free. Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, that we may live just and generous lives for the
good of your world and the care of our neighbors, following in the servant way of Jesus. Amen.

These words are trustworthy and true: Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, swallowing
up death forever. For his sake, you are forgiven and God remembers your sin no more. Let your
heart be glad again, and rejoice in your salvation. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN For All the Saints (v. 1, 2, 3, 7) ELW 422
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1 For all the  saints who from their la - bors rest, who
2 Thou  wast their  rock, their for - tress, and their might; thou,
Stanzas 3-5 below.
6 But then there breaks a yet more glo-rious day: the

7 From earth’s wide bounds, from o - cean’s far - thest coast, through
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3 Oh, blest com-mu - nion, fel - low-ship di-vine, we fee-bly strug- gle,
4 And when the strife is fierce,the war-fare long, steals on the ear the
5 The gold - en eve - ning bright-ens in the west; soon, soon to faith - ful

theyin glo - ry shine; yet all are one in thee, for all are
dis-tant tri-umph song, and hearts are brave a - gain and arms are
ser-vants com-cth rest; . . . sweet is  the calm of par-a- dise the

thine. Al - le - lu - ia! Al - le-lu - ia!

strong.
blest.

Text: William W. How, 1823-1897
Music: SINE NOMINE, Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958
Music from The English Hymnal outsied the USA© Oxford University Press 1906. All rights reserved.



The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in the mystical body of
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints in lives of faith and
commitment, and to know the inexpressible joys you have prepared for those who love you,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

Change My Heart, O God
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Change my heart, O  God; make it ev-er true.
End
bt
Change my heart, O  God; may [ be like you.
3
- wilp ppd vy,
You are the pot - ter; I am the clay.
N p— Refrain
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Mold me and make  me; this is what I  pray.
Mi’hk'lll-.lj:i;'l'. Eddie Espinosa )
© 1982 Mercy/Vineyeard Publishing, admin. Music Services
Children are dismissed to Sunday School.
The congregation may be seated.
FIRST READING Isaiah 25:6-9

Isaiah sees a vision of the end of days, when God will gather all people on God’s holy mountain and will prepare for
them a rich feast. At this banquet God will wipe the tears from all eyes. And there will be no more sorrow, for God will
destroy death itself.

50n this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-
aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. ’And he will destroy
on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations;



8he will swallow up death forever. Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, and
the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the Lord has spoken. °It will be
said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. This is
the Lord for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING Revelation 21:1-6a

Here is a vision of the new heaven and new earth in which God resides fully with God’s people so that mourning,
despair, and pain have been eradicated. These renewing words from the God who spans all of time are trustworthy
and true.

| saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away,
and the sea was no more. ?And | saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven
from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And | heard a loud voice from the throne
saying, “See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be his peoples,
and God himself will be with them; *he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more;
mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.” *And the
one who was seated on the throne said, “See, | am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write
this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” Then he said to me, “It is done! | am the Alpha
and the Omega, the beginning and the end.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

The congregation may stand.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia,
Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia!
GOSPEL READING John 11:32-44

The Holy Gospel according to St. John. Glory to you O Lord.

Through the raising of Lazarus, Jesus offers the world a vision of the life to come, when death and weeping will be no
more.

32When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if
you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the
Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 3*He
said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” ¥Jesus began to



weep. 3%So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 3’But some of them said, “Could not he who
opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 3®Then Jesus, again greatly
disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. **Jesus said, “Take
away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench
because he has been dead four days.” “°Jesus said to her, “Did | not tell you that if you believed,
you would see the glory of God?” *!So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and
said, “Father, | thank you for having heard me. #?| knew that you always hear me, but | have said
this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” **When
he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” **The dead man came out, his
hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them,
“Unbind him, and let him go.”

The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

The congregation may be seated.

SERMON Pastor Bob Machamer



The congregation may stand.

HYMN OF THE DAY Shall We
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Shall we gath-er at the riv-er, where bright an - gel feet have trod,

On the mar- gin of the riv-er, wash - ing up its sil- ver spray,
Ere we reach the shin-ing riv-er, lay we ev-’ry bur-den down;
Soon we’ll reach the shin-ing riv-er, soon our pil-grim-age will cease;
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with its crys-tal tide for-ev - er flow-ing by the throne of God?
we will walk and wor -ship ev - er, all the hap-py gold-en day.
grace our spir-its will de-liv - er, and pro-vide a robe and crown.
soon our hap - py hearts will quiv - er with the mel-o - dy of peace.
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Yes, we'll gath-er at the riv-er, the beau-ti-ful, the beau-ti-ful 1iv - er;

gath-er with the saints at the riv - er that flows by the throne of God.

Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899
Music: HANSON PLACE, Robert Lowry

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,



he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

The congregation may kneel.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Rooted in God’s abundant love for the world, let us pray for our neighbors, the church, and all of
creation.

O God of resurrection, you call us by name and raise us to life. Rouse your church from slumber.
Where we have held back in fear or shame, unbind us. Embolden us in our proclamation of your
good news, that all may know abundant life. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

O God of creation, you have founded your world on rivers and seas. Preserve fresh water sources
and the creatures who call them home. Heal places of pollution and nourish places of drought.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

O God of the earth, you reign over all nations and peoples. Inspire us with wisdom and
discernment as we elect legislators and leaders. May they govern with justice and uphold the
dignity of all people. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

O God of heaven, you make your home among mortals. Come alongside those who weep this day.
Befriend all who are lonely, encourage those in despair, and heal any who are suffering. Abide
with your faithful ones in love. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

O God who serves, you set before us a feast of rich food. Sustain our ministries of fellowship and
hospitality. Strengthen the hands and hearts of all who prepare and serve food for our
nourishment. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Please verbally add your personal prayer requests.



O God, Alpha and Omega, we give thanks for your faithful ones who are now at peace with you.

Charles A. Haddad Alvin L. Showers
Ellen Jane Machamer Harry B. Crump
Christian O. Schlegel Rodney C. Youse
Margaret A. Quigley Lenore E. Sands
Dona Brown Barbara A. Moyer
Elizabeth J. Dierolf Sylvia M. Harrison

Waldemar Breitkreutz

With all your saints, we praise you, for you have swallowed up death forever. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

We offer our prayers to you, gracious God, trusting in your boundless love for all that you have
made, through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

The congregation may be seated.
OFFERING MUSIC
The congregation may stand.

OFFERING PRAYER

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, you offered yourself in love for the world, and in this meal
you nourish us with your life. Fill us with your abundance, that we may feed the hungry and
welcome the stranger, trusting in your name. Amen.

COMMUNION MUSIC The Table Chris Tomlin
| will feast at the table of the Lord.
| will feast at the table of the Lord.

| won’t hunger anymore at His table.

Come all you weary, come and find
His yoke is easy, His burden light.
He is able; He will restore at the table of the Lord.



WORDS OF INSTITUTION

On the night of his betrayal

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Behold, God is making all things new. Take your place in the new creation.

The congregation may be seated.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT

All without exception, are welcome at the table of God’s grace and love. Please fill out a
communion card and hand to an usher or place in the box at back of sanctuary. Today we receive
the sacrament at the altar rail. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. Gluten-free
wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle. Return to your seats by the side aisle. If
you do not wish to come forward for communion, please let an usher know and communion can
be brought to you.

The congregation may stand.

BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace, in the name
of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Faithful God, you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink in the body and blood of
your Son. Now send us out to labor with you, in service to the world you have made, and among
the people you have made your home, in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



BENEDICTION

The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling One, poured out, bless

you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING HYMN Sing with All the Saints in Glory
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1 Sing with all the saints in glo - ry, sing the res - ur - rec-tion song!
2 Oh, what glo -y, far ex-ceed-ing all that eye has yet per-ceived!
3 Life e - ter-nal! heav’'n re-joic - es: Je - sus lives who once was dead.
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Death and sor - row, earth’s dark sto - ry, to the for-mer days be - long.
Ho - liest hearts for a - ges plead-ing nev -er that full joy con-ceived.
Shout with joy, O  death - less voic - es! Child of God, lift up your head!
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All  a-round the clouds are break-ing, soon the storms of time shall cease;
God has prom-ised, Christ pre-pares it, there on high our wel-come waits.
Life e - ter - nal! Oh, what won-ders crowd on faith; what joy un-known,
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in God’s like - ness we a-wak-en, know-ing ev - er - last-ing peace.
Ev -’ry hum - ble spir-it shares it, Christ has passed the e-ter - nal gates.
when, a - mid earth’s clos-ing thun-ders, saints shall stand be - fore the throne!

Text: William J. Irons, 1812-1883, alt.
Music: MISSISSIPPI, William Bradley Roberts, b. 1947
Music © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
You are invited to take a vase and flower as you exit,

in memory of your loved one named today.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23029.
Hymns and service music reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-709485.



GUESTS are always welcome to the Table!

MEMBERS (two types)
Voting & Non-voting

KEEPING MEMBERSHIP SIMPLE

1. The only way you can ever be removed from the membership roll at St.
John's, or any ELCA congregation:
®  You request a transfer
e  You ask to be removed
e  You depart this life

2. Voting members must make a record of having:
e  Filled out a communion card and received the Lord’s Supper ONE time per year
e  Contributed ONE time per year, making sure your name is included

Advent Wieatli
WORRKSHOP

Thursday, November 21| 6:00 pm

FFellowship Hall

register online by Nov 9

SALUTE TO OUR VETERANS

Thursday, November 14 | 6:30 pm

St. John’s Lutheran Church Create your ownAdventwreath to take home
45 N. Reading Avenue | Boyertown plus enjoy aspecial performance

by our preschoolers!




THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3 — All Saints Sunday

9:30 AM Worship Celebration
9:30 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Service MAG

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 4
Preschool Student Pictures
6:30 PM
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 5
Preschool Closed
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 6

Girl Scouts

Oley Cluster

6:30 PM Worship Team

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 7

10:00 AM Chestnut Knoll Service

10:00 AM Operation 143 Delivery

7:00 PM Handbells

8:00 PM Worship Broadcast

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 8

7:00 AM Men’s Small Group Bible Study

Girl Scout Leaders Retreat

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9

Girl Scout Leaders Retreat

4:30 PM Come to the Table

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 10 — Twenty-Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 AM
9:30 AM
10:45 AM

Worship Celebration
Sunday School

Christmas Meal Planning

Sanctuary
Parish House, 2" Floor

Conference Room

Choir Room

Fellowship Hall

Conference Room

Chestnut Knoll
Off site

Handbell Room
Comcast Ch 98

Telephone Conference

Fellowship Hall/Parking Lot

Sanctuary
Parish House, 2" Floor

Conference Room

Scan the QR Code with your phone’s camera to
connect to our website and view more of
what’s happening at St. John’s!
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PURPOSE STATEMENT

We believe God’s purpose for the people of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is to
develop joy-filled children of God who love the Lord and share God’s Word.

We do this by:

Maintaining a trusting and welcoming environment.
Praying daily.

Reading scripture regularly.

Sharing our faith through action-based service.
Encouraging holy conversations.

Feeding our faith with music.

With a focus on:

Activities that build relationships.
Worship that is relevant.
Meeting the needs of the vulnerable in our community.

Pastor Bob Machamer bmachamer@stjohnsboyertown.org
Kay Christman, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
Sue Grofe, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
Donnie Heimbach, Property
Bonnie Moatz, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
Shannon Omlor, Communications Coordinator somlor@stjohnsboyertown.org
Linda Rohrbach, Treasurer treasurer@stjohnsboyertown.org
Becky Scheiry, Parish Administrator parishadmin@stjohnsboyertown.org
/K( 45 N. Reading Avenue | Boyertown, PA 19512

‘L 610.369.1024 | fax 610.369.1463

F;‘ stjohnsboyertown.org
,j_/j/g Office Hours | Monday-Thursday 8:30am - 3:30pm | Friday 8:30am - 12:00pm

OYERTOWN



