SEPTEMBER 15,2024 | 9:30 am
SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

As children of God and disciples of Christ seeking peace and
justice in the world, we welcome, affirm, and include all people
into the fullness of God’s love. We celebrate and lift up people
of all races, cultures, ages, sexual orientations, gender
identities, physical or mental abilities, economic statuses,
political affiliation, appearances, family status, and citizenship
as equally loved and valued in the eyes of God and in this place.
All are invited to join this community as we worship God, grow
in faith, and strive to love and serve one another.

All, without exception, are welcome in this place.
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WELCOME

You are a blessing to us, and we’re glad you’re here today!

NEW HERE?

Please do not feel obligated to contribute an offering - you are our guest! Rather, please ask an usher for a
Let’s Get Acquainted card and drop it in the offering plate.

Restrooms are located on the same level as the sanctuary. Exit the back of the sanctuary, turn left into Parish
House, turn left again at ramp and continue midway down hallway. Restrooms are on the right.

Gluten-free communion wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle.

WHERE DO MY KIDS GO?

Children are always welcome to worship. Children’s Sunday Church School is offered for children ages 3
through 6th grade during the school year and resumes September 22. Registration is open online.

PRAYER REQUESTS

The importance of prayer is affirmed throughout the Bible. As a church we are committed to pray - your
needs are important to us. Prayer request cards can be obtained from an usher and may be filled out and
dropped in the offering plate.

GATHERING TIMES GET CONNECTED
Sunday | 9:30 am | Sanctuary Connect with God, each other and our
Worship Celebration with Holy Communion community! Follow us on Facebook,
Livestream on YouTube (St John’s ELC Boyertown) YouTube and Instagram!
Thursday | 8:00 pm @ u
Service Broadcast on Comcast Channel 98 n r.j

SERVING IN WORSHIP

Acolyte Philip Derr Media Sarah Eidle

Altar Assistants Jen Friz, Lauren Jones Musicians Lauren Jones, Chris Mervine

Altar Guild Mary Kay Heimbach, Jean Machamer  Prayers Tom Engle

Assisting Minister  Jason Friz Sound Brianna Rohrbach

Lector Mel Roth Video Jason Eidle

Ushers Mike Gilbert, Ed Schaeffer, Sandy & Terry Wade



Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost

0

Three weeks ago we heard Peter’s confession of faith as told in John’s

1\ gospel. This week we hear Mark'’s version, when Peter says, “You are the

\\ //“\\0) = Messiah.” In John, the stumbling block is Jesus’ invitation to eat his flesh,
Ve given for the life of the world. In Mark too the scandal has to do with

\\ "y Jesus’ words about his own coming death, and here Peter himself
stumbles over Jesus’ words. But Jesus is anointed (the meaning

of messiah) in Mark only on the way to the cross (14:3); so we are anointed in baptism with the
sign of the cross.

PRELUDE

VIDEO

WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
The congregation may stand.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin and come to God for healing.

Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have honored you with our lips, but have
harmed our neighbors with our tongues. The cravings at war within us cause conflicts and
disputes. In our desire to be first we make distinctions among ourselves. We place the needs of
the poor and the suffering last. In your great mercy, forgive us our sins. Draw near to us with
grace in time of need, and turn us to follow in the way of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

God promises to forgive our iniquity and to remember our sin no more. By grace you have been
saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, the source of eternal healing, your sins are forgiven. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN Lift High the Cross ELW 660
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1 Come, Chris - tians, fol - low where our cap - tain trod,
2 Al new - born ser - vants of the Cru - ci - fied
3 0 Lord, once lift - ed on the glo - rious tree,
4 So shall our song of tri - umph ev - er be:
Refrain
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our king vic - to - rious, Christ, the Son of God.
bear on their brows the seal of him who died.
as thou hast prom - ised, draw us all to thee.
praise to the Cru - c - fied for vic - to - ry!

Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956
Music: CRUCIFER, Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947
Text and music © 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation, and by the glory of the
cross you transform our lives. Grant that for the sake of the gospel we may turn from the lure
of evil, take up our cross, and follow your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



Change My Heart, O God

Refrain
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Change my heart, O  God; make it ev-er true.
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Mold me and make  me; this is what [ pray.

Text: Eddie Espinosa, b, 1953
Music: CH/ \N(:l MY HEART, Eddie Espin
Text and music © 1982 Mercy/Vineyeard I Enh]i hing , admin. Music Services

The congregation may be seated.
FIRST READING Isaiah 50:4-9a

The image of the servant of the Lord is one of the notable motifs in the book of Isaiah. Today’s reading describes the
mission of the servant, whom early Christians associated with Jesus. Like Jesus, the servant does not strike back at his
detractors but trusts in God'’s steadfast love.

“The Lord Gob has given me the tongue of a teacher, that | may know how to sustain the weary
with a word. Morning by morning he wakens— wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught.
>The Lord Gob has opened my ear, and | was not rebellious, | did not turn backward. ¢l gave my
back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; | did not hide my
face from insult and spitting. "The Lord Gobp helps me; therefore | have not been disgraced;
therefore | have set my face like flint, and | know that | shall not be put to shame; 2he who
vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my
adversaries? Let them confront me. It is the Lord Gob who helps me; who will declare me guilty?

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



SECOND READING James 3:1-12

This text uses various images to illustrate how damaging and hurtful the way we speak to and about others can be.
Not only are we to control our speech, but what we say and how we say it are to reflect our faith.

INot many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we who
teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone who
makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle. 3If
we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. *Or
look at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are guided
by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. >So also the tongue is a small member,
yet it boasts of great exploits. How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! °And the tongue is
a fire. The tongue is placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body,
sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. ’For every species of beast and bird,
of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human species, but no one
can tame the tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly poison. *With it we bless the Lord and Father,
and with it we curse those who are made in the likeness of God. 1°From the same mouth come
blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. 'Does a spring pour forth
from the same opening both fresh and brackish water? '2Can a fig tree, my brothers and sisters,
yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

The congregation may stand.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia,
Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia!
GOSPEL READING Mark 8:27-38

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark. Glory to you O Lord.

This story provides the turning point in Mark’s gospel. Peter is the first human being in the narrative to acknowledge
Jesus as the Messiah, but he cannot accept that as the Messiah Jesus will have to suffer. Moreover, Jesus issues a
strong challenge to all by connecting discipleship and the cross.

27Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his
disciples, “Who do people say that | am?” 2And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and others,
Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” He asked them, “But who do you say that | am?”
Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” °And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone



about him. 3'Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and
be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise
again. 3’ He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But
turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you
are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 3*He called the crowd with his
disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and
take up their cross and follow me. **For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those
who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 3*®For what will it profit
them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? *’Indeed, what can they give in return for their
life? ¥Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of
them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy
angels.”

The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

The congregation may be seated.

SERMON Pastor Bob Machamer



The congregation may stand.

HYMN OF THE DAY Baptized in Water ELW 456
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prom - ise, faith-ful - ly now God’s praise we  sing.
giv - en, thank-ful - ly now God’s praise we  sing.
chil - dren; joy - ful - ly now God’s praise we sing.

Text: Michael Saward, b. 1932
Music: BUNESSAN, Gaelic tune

Text © 1982 Jubilate Hymns, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The congregation may kneel.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Drawn together in the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray with confidence for the church, God’s
good creation, and all who are in need.

We pray for the church throughout the world. Form us into communities of forgiveness and grace.
Help us to notice where you are calling us into new relationships, and give us courage to embrace
the uncomfortable and unfamiliar. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We pray for the earth and all its inhabitants. Protect lands at risk of wildfire and heal dying forests.
Where fire brings destruction, raise up new growth. Guide us in tending precarious ecosystems.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We pray for those who govern nations, tribes, and cities. Open them to the cries of people in
need. Direct them in shaping policies that prioritize the health and well-being of all who struggle
with hunger and housing insecurity. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We pray for all who are ill, all who are lonely or anxious, and all who grieve. Draw them close to
you and soothe them with the promise of your enduring love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We pray for teachers, professors, librarians, school administrators, staff, and all who support the
education of young people. Sustain them as they shape learning communities, rooted in equity
and authenticity. We pray for children of all ages in their learning. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.

Please verbally add your personal prayer requests.

We remember our beloved dead, who with the great cloud of witnesses bear witness to your
saving grace. Accompany us in our pilgrimage of faith, that we too place our hope and trust in
you. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We entrust these and all our prayers to you, holy God, in the name of your beloved child, Jesus
Christ, our Savior. Amen.



OFFERING MUSIC
The congregation may stand.
OFFERING PRAYER

Blessed are you, O God, source of every gift of your creation. By these gifts and with our lives,
help us to serve one another and all in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

COMMUNION MuUSIC The Table Chris Tomlin
| will feast at the table of the Lord.
| will feast at the table of the Lord.

| won’t hunger anymore at His table.

Come all you weary, come and find
His yoke is easy, His burden light.
He is able; He will restore at the table of the Lord.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

On the night of his betrayal

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Jesus welcomes you to this table. Come, here is your God.



The congregation may be seated.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT

All without exception, are welcome at the table of God’s grace and love. Please fill out a
communion card and hand to an usher or place in the box at back of sanctuary. Today we receive
the sacrament at the altar rail. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. Gluten-free
wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle. Return to your seats by the side aisle. If
you do not wish to come forward for communion, please let an usher know and communion can
be brought to you.

The congregation may stand.

BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace, in the name
of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Holy God, you have welcomed us to this meal and fed us with dignity at your table. Send us now
to welcome others and to be at peace with one another, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

BENEDICTION
God all mighty, God most merciful bless you, keep you, and give you peace. Amen.
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a - round me and with - in;
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nor wan - der from the path - way

but, Je - sus, then draw near - er
now speak and make me lis - ten,
oh, give me grace to fol - low,

Text: John E. Bode, 1816-1874, alt.
Music: MUNICH, Neuvermehrtes Gesangbuch, Meiningen, 1693

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Follow Jesus. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

if you will be my guide.
to  shield my soul from sin.

O Guard-ian of my soul
my mas -ter and my friend.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23029.

Hymns and service music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709485.



GUESTS are always welcome to the Table!

MEMBERS (two types)
Voting & Non-voting

KEEPING MEMBERSHIP SIMPLE

1. The only way you can ever be removed from the membership roll at St.
John's, or any ELCA congregation:
®  You request a transfer
e  You ask to be removed
e  You depart this life

2. Voting members must make a record of having:
e  Filled out a communion card and received the Lord’s Supper ONE time per year
e  Contributed ONE time per year, making sure your name is included

Fall Small Group
Learning
Opportunities

beginning the week of
September 23

LIFT is designed to foster
|n(ergenercmono\
o e y % community by bringing
Living in Faith Together generations together
around tables
for four activities
() Wednesday, September 11,18, 25 9dch ek
. 5 Sharing Food
6:00 pm - 7:30 pm (dinner provided) (breaking bread together)

(" Fellowship Hall E(njgyir:]g F;glloe:l:gi)p
v , .
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Boyertown paving/ios -

Worshipping

(raing Gosthe) DESCRIPTIONS &
Siudying the sble REGISTRATION ONLINE

together)




THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 — Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost

9:30 AM Worship Celebration
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 16

6:30 PM Finance Team

6:30 PM Girl Scouts

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17

6:30 PM Congregation Council
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18

9:30 AM Pottstown Soup Kitchen
11:45 AM Preschool Staff

6:00 PM LIFT

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 19

9:30 AM Community Leaders
10:00 AM Chestnut Knoll Service
7:00 PM Handbells

8:00 PM Worship Broadcast
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 20

7:00 AM Men’s Small Group Bible Study
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 21

4:30 PM Come to the Table
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 — Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 AM Worship Celebration
9:30 AM Sunday School

Sanctuary

Office
Fellowship Hall

Conference Room
Pottstown Salvation Army
Room 304/305
Fellowship Hall
Conference Room
Chestnut Knoll

Handbell Room
Comcast Ch 98

Telephone Conference

Fellowship Hall/Parking Lot

Sanctuary

Parish House, 2™ Floor

Scan the QR Code with your phone’s camera to
connect to our website and view more of

what’s happening at St. John’s!




PURPOSE STATEMENT

We believe God’s purpose for the people of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is to
develop joy-filled children of God who love the Lord and share God’s Word.

We do this by:

Maintaining a trusting and welcoming environment.
Praying daily.

Reading scripture regularly.

Sharing our faith through action-based service.
Encouraging holy conversations.

Feeding our faith with music.

With a focus on:

Activities that build relationships.

Worship that is relevant.
Meeting the needs of the vulnerable in our community.

Pastor Bob Machamer bmachamer@stjohnsboyertown.org
Kay Christman, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
Sue Grofe, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
Donnie Heimbach, Property
Bonnie Moatz, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
Shannon Omlor, Communications Coordinator somlor@stjohnsboyertown.org
Linda Rohrbach, Treasurer treasurer@stjohnsboyertown.org
Becky Scheiry, Parish Administrator parishadmin@stjohnsboyertown.org
/K( 45 N. Reading Avenue | Boyertown, PA 19512

610.369.1024 | fax 610.369.1463

F;‘ stjohnsboyertown.org
rj/j/ﬂ Office Hours | Monday-Thursday 8:30am - 3:30pm | Friday 8:30am - 12:00pm

OYERTOWN



