SEPTEMBER 8, 2024 | 9:30 am
SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

As children of God and disciples of Christ seeking peace and
justice in the world, we welcome, affirm, and include all people
into the fullness of God’s love. We celebrate and lift up people
of all races, cultures, ages, sexual orientations, gender
identities, physical or mental abilities, economic statuses,
political affiliation, appearances, family status, and citizenship
as equally loved and valued in the eyes of God and in this place.
All are invited to join this community as we worship God, grow
in faith, and strive to love and serve one another.

All, without exception, are welcome in this place.
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WELCOME

You are a blessing to us, and we’re glad you’re here today!

NEW HERE?

Please do not feel obligated to contribute an offering - you are our guest! Rather, please ask an usher for a
Let’s Get Acquainted card and drop it in the offering plate.

Restrooms are located on the same level as the sanctuary. Exit the back of the sanctuary, turn left into Parish
House, turn left again at ramp and continue midway down hallway. Restrooms are on the right.

Gluten-free communion wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle.

WHERE DO MY KIDS GO?

Children are always welcome to worship. Children’s Sunday Church School is offered for children ages 3
through 6th grade and is held during the school year (beginning September 22). Registration is open online.
PRAYER REQUESTS

The importance of prayer is affirmed throughout the Bible. As a church we are committed to pray - your

needs are important to us. Prayer request cards can be obtained from an usher and may be filled out and
dropped in the offering plate.

GATHERING TIMES GET CONNECTED
Sunday | 9:30 am | Sanctuary Connect with God, each other and our
Worship Celebration with Holy Communion community! Follow us on Facebook,
Livestream on YouTube (St John’s ELC Boyertown) YouTube and Instagram!
Thursday | 8:00 pm
Service Broadcast on Comcast Channel 98 @ n rr-.)) u
SERVING IN WORSHIP
Acolyte Tatum Friz Media Jason Friz
Altar Assistants Amanda Ehst, Tom Engle Musician Sam Kulp
Altar Guild Mary Dierolf, Nancy Edwards Prayers Mel Roth
Assisting Minister  Melissa Geary Sound Ashley Gheer
Lector Ben Rohrbach Video Justin Jones
Ushers Bunny & Ron Riffle, Scott Scheiry, Jen Schlegel

Flowers given in loving memory of Daniel and Betty Bause on their anniversary
by their daughter, Martha Endy.



Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

James tells us to stop showing favoritism in the assembly, treating the rich
visitor with more honor than the poor one. Jesus himself seems to show
partiality in his first response to the Syrophoenician woman in today’s
gospel. Was he testing her faith in saying Gentiles don’t deserve the goods
meant for God’s children? Or was he speaking out of his human worldview,
but transcended those limits when she took him by surprise with her reply?
Either way, the story tells us that God shows no partiality. Everyone who brings a need to Jesus is
received with equal honor as a child and heir.

PRELUDE

VIDEO

WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
The congregation may stand.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin and come to God for healing.

Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have honored you with our lips, but have
harmed our neighbors with our tongues. The cravings at war within us cause conflicts and
disputes. In our desire to be first we make distinctions among ourselves. We place the needs of
the poor and the suffering last. In your great mercy, forgive us our sins. Draw near to us with
grace in time of need, and turn us to follow in the way of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

God promises to forgive our iniquity and to remember our sin no more. By grace you have been
saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, the source of eternal healing, your sins are forgiven. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing
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1 Oh, for a thou-sand tonguesto sing my great Re-deem -er’s praise,
2 My gra-ciousMas-ter and my God, as - sist me to  pro - claim,
3 The name of Je - sus charms our fears and bids our sor - rows cease,
4 He speaks,and lis-t'ning to his voice,new life the dead re - ceive;
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the glo - ries of my God and king, the  tri-umphs of his grace!

to spread through all the earth a - broad the hon - ors

of your name.

sings mu - sic in the sin-ner’s ears, brings life and health and peace.
the mourn - ful, bro-ken hearts re - joice, the hum-ble poor be - lieve.

5 Look unto him, your Savior own, 6 To God all glory, praise, and love
O fallen human race! be now and ever giv'n
Look and be saved through faith alone, by saints below and saints above,
be justified by grace! the church in earth and heav’n.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: Azmon, Carl G. Gliser, 1784-1829; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with

you all. And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health and death into life. Open
us to the power of your presence, and make us a people ready to proclaim your promises to the

whole world, through Jesus Christ, our healer and Lord. Amen.



Change My Heart, O God

Refrain
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Change my heart, O  God; make it ev-er true.
End
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Change my heart, O  God; may [ be like you.
-
- Wi g LTI
You are the pot - ter; I am the clay.
—3— Refrain
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Mold me and make  me; this is what I  pray.
Text: Eddie Espinosa, b, 1953
Music: {](\N(:l MY HEART, Eddie Espinosa
Text and music © 1982 Mercy/Vineyeard Publishing, admin, Music Services

The congregation may be seated.
FIRST READING Isaiah 35:4-7a

These verses are a word of hope to the exiles in Babylon. Isaiah 34 portrays God’s vengeance on Edom, Israel’s age-old
enemy, which makes the path from Babylon to Zion safe for the exiles’ return. The desert itself will flow with water to
give drink to the returning exiles.

“Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come
with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.” *Then the eyes of the
blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; ®then the lame shall leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and
streams in the desert; "2the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of
water.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



SECOND READING James 2:1-10 [11-13] 14-17

Faithful Christians do not show partiality to the rich and powerful of the world, especially at the expense of the poor
and weak. Likewise, faith does not pay mere lip service to God’s will. Instead, a living Christian faith expresses itself in
acts of compassion and mercy for those in need.

My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our glorious Lord
Jesus Christ? ?For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your assembly, and if
a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, 3and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine
clothes and say, “Have a seat here, please,” while to the one who is poor you say, “Stand there,”
or, “Sit at my feet,” *have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with
evil thoughts? >Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in the world
to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised to those who love him? ®But
you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into
court? ’Is it not they who blaspheme the excellent name that was invoked over you? You do well
if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.” °But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the law as
transgressors. °For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become accountable
for all of it. [*!For the one who said, “You shall not commit adultery,” also said, “You shall not
murder.” Now if you do not commit adultery but if you murder, you have become a transgressor
of the law. ?So speak and so act as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty. **For
judgment will be without mercy to anyone who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over
judgment.] ¥*What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have
works? Can faith save you? If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, **and one of you
says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily
needs, what is the good of that? ’So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
The congregation may stand.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia,

Lord, to whom shall we go?

You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia!



GOSPEL READING Mark 7:24-37
The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark. Glory to you O Lord.

In Mark’s gospel, encounters with women usually signify turning points in Jesus’ ministry. Here, a conversation with a
Syrophoenician woman marks the beginning of his mission to the Gentiles.

24[Jesus] set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not want anyone
to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice,*but a woman whose little daughter had
an unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down at his feet. 2Now
the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of her
daughter. ¥He said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food
and throw it to the dogs.” 2But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the
children’s crumbs.” *Then he said to her, “For saying that, you may go—the demon has left your
daughter.” 3°So she went home, found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone. 3!Then he
returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee, in the
region of the Decapolis. 3*They brought to him a deaf man who had an impediment in his speech;
and they begged him to lay his hand on him. 3*He took him aside in private, away from the crowd,
and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his tongue. 3**Then looking up to heaven,
he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” >*And immediately his ears were
opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. 3Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one;
but the more he ordered them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. ¥’They were astounded
beyond measure, saying, “He has done everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the
mute to speak.””

The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

The congregation may be seated.

SERMON Pastor Bob Machamer



The congregation may stand.

HYMN OF THE DAY

Will You Come and Follow Me
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I “Will you come and fol - low me if I but  call
2 “Will you leave your - self be - hind if 1 but  call
3 “Will you let the blind - ed see if I but  call
4 “Will you love the  you you hide if I but  call
5 Lord, your sum - mons ech - oes true when you but call
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your name? Wwill  you care for cruel and
your name? Will  you set the pris - ’ners
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know and nev - er be the same?
kind  and nev - er be the same?
free and nev - er be the same?
side and nev - er be the same?
you and nev - er be the same.
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Will you  let my love  be shown, will you let my
Will you risk the hos - tile stare, should your life at -
Will you kiss the lep - er clean, and do such as
Will you use the faith you’ve found to re - shape the
In your com - pa - ny T go where your love and
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name be known, will  you let my life be
tract or scare? Will  you let me an - swer
this un - seen, and ad - mit to what 1
world a - round, through my  sight and  touch and
foot - steps show. Thus TI'll move and  live and
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grown in you and  you in me?”
pray’r in you and  you in me?”
mean  in you and  you in me?”
sound in you and  you in me?”
grow  in you and  you in me.

Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949

Music: KELVINGROVE, Scottish traditional
Text © 1987 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The congregation may kneel.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Drawn together in the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray with confidence for the church, God’s
good creation, and all who are in need.

Awaken in our communities of faith a spirit of radical hospitality. Encourage our churches to
celebrate and embrace people of diverse backgrounds, experiences, and abilities. Deepen our
commitment to ecumenical and interreligious partnerships. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Bring forth water to nourish plants and animals in places suffering from drought. Renew our
commitments to protect rivers, lakes, and streams, and make us good stewards of water in our
homes and communities. Preserve wetland habitats and the creatures that make their homes
there. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Inspire leaders of cities, nations, and tribes to lead with wisdom and humility. Bring peace among
peoples in conflict and strengthen global commitments to nonviolent solutions. Guide all who
seek refuge from war to a safe haven. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.



Comfort all who live with chronic iliness. Surround them in your tender embrace and sustain all
who provide ongoing care and support. Bring hope and healing to people struggling with addiction
and nourish the spirits of all who are in recovery. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Nurture in all people the gift of your creating Spirit. Inspire artists and musicians, woodworkers
and quilters, poets and dancers. Revive those whose artistic wells have run dry and enliven all
who doubt their creative talents. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Please verbally add your personal prayer requests.

We give you thanks for all who have died and now find their rest in you. May their faithful witness
guide us in our daily life with you. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We entrust these and all our prayers to you, holy God, in the name of your beloved child, Jesus
Christ, our Savior. Amen.

The congregation may be seated.
OFFERING MUSIC
OFFERING PRAYER

Blessed are you, O God, source of every gift of your creation. By these gifts and with our lives,
help us to serve one another and all in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

The congregation may stand.

COMMUNION MUSIC The Table Chris Tomlin
| will feast at the table of the Lord.
| will feast at the table of the Lord.

| won’t hunger anymore at His table.

Come all you weary, come and find
His yoke is easy, His burden light.
He is able; He will restore at the table of the Lord.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

On the night of his betrayal

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Jesus welcomes you to this table. Come, here is your God.

The congregation may be seated.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT

All without exception, are welcome at the table of God’s grace and love. Please fill out a
communion card and hand to an usher or place in the box at back of sanctuary. Today we receive
the sacrament at the altar rail. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. Gluten-free
wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle. Return to your seats by the side aisle. If
you do not wish to come forward for communion, please let an usher know and communion can
be brought to you.

The congregation may stand.

BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace, in the name
of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Holy God, you have welcomed us to this meal and fed us with dignity at your table. Send us now
to welcome others and to be at peace with one another, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

BENEDICTION
God all mighty, God most merciful bless you, keep you, and give you peace. Amen.



SENDING HYMN God, Whose Almighty Word ELW 673
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1 God, whose al - might -y word cha-os and dark - ness heard
2 Christ, who once came to bring, on your re - deem - ing wing,
3 Spir - it of truth and love, life-giv-ing, ho - ly dove,
4 Ho - ly and bless-ed three, glo-ri-ous Trin - 1 - ty,
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Wis - dom, Love, Might: bound-less as o - cean’s tide, roll - ing in
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gos - pel day sheds not its glo - rious ray, let there be light.
lu - sions blind; oh, now to hu - man-kind let there be light.
lamp of grace, and in carth’s dark - est place let there be light.
full - est pride, through the earth, far  and wide, let there be light.

Text: John Marriott, 1780-1825, alt.
Music: ITALIAN HYMN, Felice de Giardini, 1716-1796

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Follow Jesus. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23029.
Hymns and service music reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-709485.



GUESTS are always welcome to the Table!

MEMBERS (two types)
Voting & Non-voting

KEEPING MEMBERSHIP SIMPLE

1. The only way you can ever be removed from the membership roll at St.
John's, or any ELCA congregation:
e You request a transfer
e  You ask to be removed
e  You depart this life

2. Voting members must make a record of having:
e Filled out a communion card and received the Lord’s Supper ONE time per year
e  Contributed ONE time per year, making sure your name is included

SUMNDAY
SCHOOL
BEGINS

LIFT is designed
P . . to foster
Living in Faith Together intergenerational
community by
bringing generations

together around
Wednesday, g(obles for

each week
@ 6:90 bl 7:39 pm Sharing Food
(dinner provided) (breaking bread

together)

o rellowship Hal Enjoying Fellowship
St. John's Lutheran Church (playing together)

register online e o erneone

Studying the Bible
(studying God's word
together)




THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 — Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

9:30 AM Worship Celebration Sanctuary

10:45 AM Coffee & Conversation Lower Level

1:00 PM Potato Project - Harvest Off site
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 9

Preschool First Day

4:30 PM Joint Parking Lot Committee Off-site

5:00 PM Newsletter Submission

6:30 PM Girl Scouts Fellowship Hall
7:30 PM Optimist Club of Boyertown Conference Room
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10

6:30 PM The Power of Your Words Conference Room
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11

6:00 PM LIFT Fellowship Hall
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 12

10:00 AM Chestnut Knoll Service Chestnut Knoll
8:00 PM Worship Broadcast Comcast Ch 98
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 13

7:00 AM Men’s Small Group Bible Study Telephone Conference
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14

4:30 PM Come to the Table Fellowship Hall/Parking Lot
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 — Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost

9:30 AM Worship Celebration Sanctuary

Scan the QR Code with your phone’s camera to
connect to our website and view more of
what’s happening at St. John’s!
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PURPOSE STATEMENT

We believe God’s purpose for the people of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is to
develop joy-filled children of God who love the Lord and share God’s Word.

We do this by:

Maintaining a trusting and welcoming environment.
Praying daily.

Reading scripture regularly.

Sharing our faith through action-based service.
Encouraging holy conversations.

Feeding our faith with music.

With a focus on:

Activities that build relationships.
Worship that is relevant.
Meeting the needs of the vulnerable in our community.

Pastor Bob Machamer bmachamer@stjohnsboyertown.org
Kay Christman, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
Sue Grofe, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
Donnie Heimbach, Property

Bonnie Moatz, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
Shannon Omlor, Communications Coordinator somlor@stjohnsboyertown.org
Linda Rohrbach, Treasurer treasurer@stjohnsboyertown.org
Becky Scheiry, Parish Administrator parishadmin@stjohnsboyertown.org

/K( 45 N. Reading Avenue | Boyertown, PA 19512

610.369.1024 | fax 610.369.1463

—‘74‘ stjohnsboyertown.org
—jﬂﬂ Office Hours | Monday-Thursday 8:30am - 3:30pm | Friday 8:30am - 12:00pm
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