SEPTEMBER 1, 2024 | 9:30 am
FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

As children of God and disciples of Christ seeking peace and
justice in the world, we welcome, affirm, and include all people
into the fullness of God’s love. We celebrate and lift up people
of all races, cultures, ages, sexual orientations, gender
identities, physical or mental abilities, economic statuses,
political affiliation, appearances, family status, and citizenship
as equally loved and valued in the eyes of God and in this place.
All are invited to join this community as we worship God, grow
in faith, and strive to love and serve one another.

All, without exception, are welcome in this place.
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WELCOME

You are a blessing to us, and we’re glad you’re here today!

NEW HERE?

Please do not feel obligated to contribute an offering - you are our guest! Rather, please ask an usher for a
Let’s Get Acquainted card and drop it in the offering plate.

Restrooms are located on the same level as the sanctuary. Exit the back of the sanctuary, turn left into Parish
House, turn left again at ramp and continue midway down hallway. Restrooms are on the right.

Gluten-free communion wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle.

WHERE DO MY KIDS GO?

Children are always welcome to worship. Children’s Sunday Church School is offered for children ages 3
through 6th grade during the school year and resumes September 22. Registration is open online.

PRAYER REQUESTS

The importance of prayer is affirmed throughout the Bible. As a church we are committed to pray - your
needs are important to us. Prayer request cards can be obtained from an usher and may be filled out and
dropped in the offering plate.

GATHERING TIMES GET CONNECTED
Sunday | 9:30 am | Sanctuary Connect with God, each other and our
Worship Celebration with HOly Communion community! Follow us on Facebook’
Livestream on YouTube (St John’s ELC Boyertown) YouTube and Instagram!
Thursday | 8:00 pm @ u
Service Broadcast on Comcast Channel 98 n r.j

SERVING IN WORSHIP

Acolyte Grant Hersperger Media Shannon Omlor

Altar Assistants Michele & Dave Eidle Musician Patricia Keith

Altar Guild Shirley Hartman, Sue Hill Prayers Lauren Jones

Assisting Minister  Amanda Ehst Sound Myles Omlor

Lector Karen Pollock Video Nathan Wanish

Ushers Carol Sematis, Susan & Andy Varzally, Terry Wadsworth



Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Jesus protests against human customs being given the weight of divine
law, while the essence of God’s law is ignored. True uncleanness comes
not from external things, but from the intentions of the human heart. Last
week Jesus told us “the words that | have spoken to you are spirit and life”
(John 6:63). Now James says God has given us birth by the word of truth.
We who were washed in the word when we were born in the font return
to it every Sunday to ask God to create in us clean hearts.

PRELUDE

VIDEO

WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
The congregation may stand.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin and come to God for healing.

Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have honored you with our lips, but have
harmed our neighbors with our tongues. The cravings at war within us cause conflicts and
disputes. In our desire to be first we make distinctions among ourselves. We place the needs of
the poor and the suffering last. In your great mercy, forgive us our sins. Draw near to us with
grace in time of need, and turn us to follow in the way of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

God promises to forgive our iniquity and to remember our sin no more. By grace you have been
saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, the source of eternal healing, your sins are forgiven. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN

For the Beauty of the Earth

ELW 879
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1 For the beau-ty of the earth, for the beau-ty of the skies,
2 For the won-der of each hour of the day and of the night,
3 For the joy of ear and eye, for the heart and mind’s de - light,
4 For the joy of hu-man love, broth-er, sis - ter, par - ent, child,
5 For each per-fect gift of thine, peace on earth and joy in heav’'n;
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for the love which from our birth o-ver and a-round us lies:
hill and vale and tree and flow'’r, sun and moon and stars of light:
for the mys-tic har-mo -ny link-ing sense to sound and sight:
friends on  earth and friends a - bove; for all gen - tle thoughts and mild:
for thy - self, best gift di- vine, to our world so free - ly giv'n:
0. Refrain .
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Christ, our God, to thee we raise this our sac-ri- fice of praise.

Text: Folliott S. Pierpoint, 1835-1917, alt.
Music: DIX, Conrad Kocher, 1786—1872

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be

with you all. And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

O God our strength, without you we are weak and wayward creatures. Protect us from all
dangers that attack us from the outside, and cleanse us from all evil that arises from within
ourselves, that we may be preserved through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



Change My Heart, O God

Refrain
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Mold me and make  me; this is what [ pray.

Ispinosa
rd Publishing, admin. Music Services

The congregation may be seated.
FIRST READING Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9

The Israelites believed the law was a divine gift that provided guidelines for living out the covenant. Moses commands
the people to obey the law and to neither add to nor subtract from it. The Israelites are also to teach the law to their
children and their children’s children.

1So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that | am teaching you to observe, so
that you may live to enter and occupy the land that the LoORD, the God of your ancestors, is giving
you. 2You must neither add anything to what | command you nor take away anything from it, but
keep the commandments of the LORD your God with which | am charging you. ®You must observe
them diligently, for this will show your wisdom and discernment to the peoples, who, when they
hear all these statutes, will say, “Surely this great nation is a wise and discerning people!” "For
what other great nation has a god so near to it as the LORD our God is whenever we call to
him? 8And what other great nation has statutes and ordinances as just as this entire law that | am
setting before you today? °But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget the
things that your eyes have seen nor to let them slip from your mind all the days of your life; make
them known to your children and your children’s children.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



SECOND READING James 1:17-27

The letter of James was intended to provide first-century Christians with instruction in godly behavior. Here Christians
are encouraged to listen carefully and to act on what they hear, especially by caring for those least able to care for
themselves.

Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the Father
of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. ¥In fulfillment of his own
purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of first fruits of
his creatures. *You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to
speak, slow to anger; ®for your anger does not produce God’s righteousness. *'Therefore rid
yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the
implanted word that has the power to save your souls. 22But be doers of the word, and not merely
hearers who deceive themselves. 2*For if any are hearers of the word and not doers, they are like
those who look at themselves in a mirror; 2*for they look at themselves and, on going away,
immediately forget what they were like. 2°But those who look into the perfect law, the law of
liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who forget but doers who act—they will be blessed in
their doing. 2°If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their
hearts, their religion is worthless. 2’Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is
this: to care for orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

The congregation may stand.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia,
Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia!
GOSPEL READING Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark. Glory to you O Lord.

Mark’s gospel depicts Jesus as challenging traditional ways in which religious people determine what is pure or
impure. For Jesus, the observance of religious practices cannot become a substitute for godly words or deeds that
spring from a faithful heart.

INow when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered
around [Jesus], ’they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with defiled hands, that is,
without washing them. 3(For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly
wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; “and they do not eat anything from



the market unless they wash it; and there are also many other traditions that they observe, the
washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) °So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do
your disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?” ®He
said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written, ‘This people honors
me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me; ’in vain do they worship me, teaching human
precepts as doctrines.” 8You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.”
“Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, and
understand: *there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things that
come out are what defile. 2“For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come:
fornication, theft, murder, #adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander,
pride, folly. 22All these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.”

The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

The congregation may be seated.

SERMON Pastor Bob Machamer



The congregation may stand.

HYMN OF THE DAY Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, o-pen to the seed of your word.
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is un-der-stood.
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When my heart is hard, break the stone a - way. When my heart is cold,
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warm it with the day.  When my heart is lost, lead me on your way.
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Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let

Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950
Music: GOOD SOIL, Handt Hanson
Text and music © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc., admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

my heart be good soil.

ELW 512



I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The congregation may kneel.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Drawn together in the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray with confidence for the church, God’s
good creation, and all who are in need.

God of every generation, give the church a sense of purpose and belonging. Sustain and build up
leaders and lay people as we accompany one another in our life with Christ. Merciful God, receive
our prayer.

God of creation, you named humans as co-creators with you. Where the earth cries out in pain,
bring wholeness. Guide governments and industry, that environmental laws and practices seek to
heal and not harm. Bring relief and justice to people and places suffering from climate
catastrophe. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Sovereign God, we pray for local communities of every kind: rural and urban; established and
new. Lead those in authority to seek the good of all through their words and actions and to mentor
others in honest and generous ways. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Healing God, you draw near to all who are hurting. Be with all who desire relief from chronic and
acute illness, cancer, and post-traumatic stress disorder. Strengthen health care workers,
therapists, and caregivers. Tend to those who are close to our hearts. Merciful God, receive our
prayer.

On this Labor Day weekend we remember and give thanks for all who have fought for workers’
rights around the world. Continue to improve working conditions and establish fair wages so that
all people may thrive. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Please verbally add your personal prayer requests.

Comforting God, console us as we mourn our departed. We hold fast to the promise that death
has been defeated by our Savior Jesus Christ. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

We entrust these and all our prayers to you, holy God, in the name of your beloved child, Jesus
Christ, our Savior. Amen.



The congregation may be seated.
OFFERING MUSIC
OFFERING PRAYER

Blessed are you, O God, source of every gift of your creation. By these gifts and with our lives,
help us to serve one another and all in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

The congregation may stand.

COMMUNION MUSIC The Table Chris Tomlin
| will feast at the table of the Lord.
| will feast at the table of the Lord.

| won’t hunger anymore at His table.

Come all you weary, come and find
His yoke is easy, His burden light.
He is able; He will restore at the table of the Lord.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

On the night of his betrayal

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Jesus welcomes you to this table. Come, here is your God.



The congregation may be seated.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT

All without exception, are welcome at the table of God’s grace and love. Please fill out a
communion card and hand to an usher or place in the box at back of sanctuary. Today we receive
the sacrament at the altar rail. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. Gluten-free
wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle. Return to your seats by the side aisle. If
you do not wish to come forward for communion, please let an usher know and communion can
be brought to you.

The congregation may stand.

BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace, in the name
of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Holy God, you have welcomed us to this meal and fed us with dignity at your table. Send us now
to welcome others and to be at peace with one another, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

BENEDICTION

God all mighty, God most merciful bless you, keep you, and give you peace. Amen.

SENDING HYMN Take My Life, That | May Be ELW 685
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1 Take my life, that 1 may be con-se-crat-ed, Lord, to thee;
2 Take my hands and let them move at the im-pulse of thy love;
3 Take my voice and let me sing al-ways,on - ly, for my King;
4 Take my sil - ver and my gold, not a mite would I  with - hold;
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take my mo-ments and my days; let them flow in cease-less praise.
take my feet and let them be swift and beau - ti - ful for thee.
take my lips and let them be filled with mes - sag - es from thee.
take my in - tel - lect, and use ev - 'ty pow'r as thou shalt choose.
5 Take my will and make it thine; 6 Take my love; my Lord, I pour
it shall be no longer mine. at thy feet its treasure store;
Take my heart, it is thine own; take myself, and [ will be
it shall be thy royal throne. ever, only, all for thee.

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, alt.
Music: Parmos, William H. Havergal, 1793-1870



DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Follow Jesus. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23029.
Hymns and service music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709485.

GUESTS are always welcome to the Table!

MEMBERS (two types)
Voting & Non-voting

KEEPING MEMBERSHIP SIMPLE

1. The only way you can ever be removed from the membership roll at St.
John's, or any ELCA congregation:
® You request a transfer
e You ask to be removed
e You depart this life

2. Voting members must make a record of having:
e  Filled out a communion card and received the Lord’s Supper ONE time per year
e  Contributed ONE time per year, making sure your name is included



It’s harvest time!
Potato Project

Sunday, September 8 @ 1:00 pm

Becker's St. Peter's Lutheran Church
265 Maidencreek Rd, Fleetwood

( REGISTER ONLINE )

LIFT is designed to foster
intergenerational community by
~- bringing generations together around
tables for four activities
each week:

Sharing Food
(oreaking bread together)

Enjoying Fellowship
(playing together)

R § Worshipping
Living in Faith Together (praying together)

6 Wednesday, September 11, 18, 25 Studying the Bible
@ 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm (dinner provideq) Ctid/ng God sword cogetiiey

0 Fellowship Hall
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Boyertown




THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 1 - Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

9:30 AM Worship Celebration
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 2 — Labor Day
Office Closed

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3

6:30 PM The Power of Your Words
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4

Oley Cluster

8:45 AM Preschool Staff Meeting
12:00 PM Preschool Staff Luncheon
6:30 PM Worship Team Meeting
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 5

10:00 AM Chestnut Knoll Service
6:30 PM Preschool Open House
8:00 PM Worship Broadcast
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 6

7:00 AM Men’s Small Group Bible Study
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 7

4:30 PM Come to the Table
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 — Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost
9:30 AM Worship Celebration
10:45 AM Coffee & Conversation
1:00 PM Potato Project Harvest

Sanctuary

Conference Room

Room 304/305
Fellowship Hall
Conference Room

Chestnut Knoll
Preschool
Comcast Ch 98

Telephone Conference
Fellowship Hall/Parking Lot
Sanctuary

Lower Level
Off Site

Scan the QR Code with your phone’s camera to
connect to our website and view more of

what’s happening at St. John’s!
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PURPOSE STATEMENT

We believe God’s purpose for the people of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is to
develop joy-filled children of God who love the Lord and share God’s Word.

We do this by:

Maintaining a trusting and welcoming environment.
Praying daily.

Reading scripture regularly.

Sharing our faith through action-based service.
Encouraging holy conversations.

Feeding our faith with music.

With a focus on:

Activities that build relationships.
Worship that is relevant.
Meeting the needs of the vulnerable in our community.

Pastor Bob Machamer bmachamer@stjohnsboyertown.org
Kay Christman, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
Sue Grofe, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
Donnie Heimbach, Property
Bonnie Moatz, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
Shannon Omlor, Communications Coordinator somlor@stjohnsboyertown.org
Linda Rohrbach, Treasurer treasurer@stjohnsboyertown.org
Becky Scheiry, Parish Administrator parishadmin@stjohnsboyertown.org
/K( 45 N. Reading Avenue | Boyertown, PA 19512

‘L 610.369.1024 | fax 610.369.1463

F;‘ stjohnsboyertown.org
,j_/j/g Office Hours | Monday-Thursday 8:30am - 3:30pm | Friday 8:30am - 12:00pm

OYERTOWN



