
 

 

 

JULY 21, 2024 | 9:30 am 

NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As children of God and disciples of Christ seeking peace and 
justice in the world, we welcome, affirm, and include all people 
into the fullness of God’s love. We celebrate and lift up people 
of all races, cultures, ages, sexual orientations, gender 
identities, physical or mental abilities, economic statuses, 
political affiliation, appearances, family status, and citizenship 
as equally loved and valued in the eyes of God and in this place. 
All are invited to join this community as we worship God, grow 
in faith, and strive to love and serve one another. 

All, without exception, are welcome in this place. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Acolyte Alina Friz Media Shannon Omlor 

Altar Assistants Tom Engle, Jennifer Schlegel Musician Sam Kulp 

Altar Guild Dorothy Breitkreutz Prayers Ros Moatz 

Assisting Minister Jennifer Schlegel Sound Brianna Rohrbach 

Lector Jill Koch Video Nathan Wanish 

Ushers Mary Kay & Donnie Heimbach, Ros & Brian Moatz 

Flowers given in loving memory of Robert and Doris Erb from their family. 

GATHERING TIMES 

Sunday | 9:30 am | Sanctuary 
Worship Celebration with Holy Communion 
Livestream on YouTube (St John’s ELC Boyertown) 

Thursday | 8:00 pm 
Service Broadcast on Comcast Channel 98 

GET CONNECTED 

Connect with God, each other and our 
community! Follow us on Facebook, 
YouTube and Instagram! 

  

WELCOME 
You are a blessing to us, and we’re glad you’re here today! 

NEW HERE? 
Please do not feel obligated to contribute an offering - you are our guest! Rather, please ask an usher for a 
Let’s Get Acquainted card and drop it in the offering plate. 

Restrooms are located on the same level as the sanctuary. Exit the back of the sanctuary, turn left into Parish 
House, turn left again at ramp and continue midway down hallway. Restrooms are on the right. 

Gluten-free communion wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle. 

WHERE DO MY KIDS GO? 

Children are always welcome to worship. During summer months we offer Chime Cherubs, a music ministry 
for children. Families are encouraged to begin worship together at 9:30 in the sanctuary. Children are 
dismissed from worship and escorted to room 214, located on the second floor of the Parish House. Children 
return to the sanctuary for communion. Children’s Sunday Church School resumes in September. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

The importance of prayer is affirmed throughout the Bible. As a church we are committed to pray - your 
needs are important to us. Prayer request cards can be obtained from an usher and may be filled out and 
dropped in the offering plate. 



 

 

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

Mark’s gospel makes clear how great is the press of the crowd, with its 
countless needs to be met, on Jesus and his disciples. Yet in today’s gospel 
Jesus advises his disciples to get away and rest, to take care of themselves. 
Sometimes we think that when others are in great need we shouldn’t 
think of ourselves at all; but Jesus also honors the caregivers’ need. We 
are sent from Christ’s table to care for others and for ourselves. 

 

PRELUDE Seek Ye First  Karen Lafferty 
   arr. Peggy Bettcher 
 Change My Heart, O God  Eddie Espinosa 
   arr. Peggy Bettcher 
 Handbell Choir, under the direction of Jennifer Schlegel: 

Melissa Eidle, Tom Engle, Melissa Geary, Phyllis Kershner, Amy Moyer, Madison Robb 

 

VIDEO 

WELCOME 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

The congregation may stand. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God of mercy. 
Amen. 

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. 

God, our provider, help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways 
when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our own 
understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and your ways. 
Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? Share with us the words of eternal life and feed 
us for life in the world. Amen. 

Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. By Jesus, 
the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, the bread of life, you 
are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. Amen. 



 

 

GATHERING HYMN          Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us ELW 789 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all. And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  
O God, powerful and compassionate, you shepherd your people, faithfully feeding and 
protecting us. Heal each of us, and make us a whole people, that we may embody the justice 
and peace of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 



 

 

Change My Heart, O God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children are dismissed for Chime Cherubs. 

The congregation may be seated. 

FIRST READING                      Jeremiah 23:1-6 

Jeremiah prophesied before the exile in 587 BCE. In this passage, he uses the metaphor of a shepherd to describe the 
bad kings who have scattered the “flock” of Israel. God promises to gather the flock and to raise up a new king from 

David’s line to save Israel and Judah. 

1Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! Says 
the LORD. 2Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who 
shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and you 
have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says the LORD. 3Then I 
myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, and I will 
bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4I will raise up shepherds 
over them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall 
any be missing, says the LORD. 5The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for 
David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and 
righteousness in the land. 6In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is 
the name by which he will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.” 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 



 

 

SECOND READING                                            Ephesians 2:11-22 

The author of this letter reminds his audience that originally they were not part of God’s chosen people. Through Jesus’ 
death, however, they are included in God’s household of faith, whose cornerstone is Jesus Christ. 

11Remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called “the uncircumcision” by those who are 
called “the circumcision”—a physical circumcision made in the flesh by human hands—
12remember that you were at that time without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of 
Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the 
world. 13But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood 
of Christ. 14For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one and has broken 
down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us. 15He has abolished the law with its 
commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one new humanity in place of 
the two, thus making peace, 16and might reconcile both groups to God in one body through the 
cross, thus putting to death that hostility through it. 17So he came and proclaimed peace to you 
who were far off and peace to those who were near; 18for through him both of us have access in 
one Spirit to the Father. 19So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with 
the saints and also members of the household of God, 20built upon the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. 21In him the whole structure is joined 
together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; 22in whom you also are built together spiritually 
into a dwelling place for God. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

The congregation may stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia, 
Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia! 

GOSPEL READING             Mark 6:30-34; 53-56 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark. Glory to you O Lord. 

When Jesus sends his disciples out to teach and heal, they minister among large numbers of people. Their work is 
motivated by Christ’s desire to be among those in need. 

30The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done and taught. 31He said 
to them, “Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while.” For many were 
coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. 32And they went away in the boat to a 
deserted place by themselves. 33Now many saw them going and recognized them, and they 



 

 

hurried there on foot from all the towns and arrived ahead of them. 34As he went ashore, he saw 
a great crowd; and he had compassion for them, because they were like sheep without a 
shepherd; and he began to teach them many things. 

53When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored the boat. 54When 
they got out of the boat, people at once recognized him, 55and rushed about that whole region 
and began to bring the sick on mats to wherever they heard he was. 56And wherever he went, into 
villages or cities or farms, they laid the sick in the marketplaces, and begged him that they might 
touch even the fringe of his cloak; and all who touched it were healed. 

The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The congregation may be seated. 

SERMON                                                                                                                    Pastor Bob Machamer 

 

The congregation may stand. 

MUSIC SELECTION                  Build My Life Pat Barrett 

Worthy of every song we could ever sing 
Worthy of all the praise we could ever bring 
Worthy of every breath we could ever breathe 
We live for You, oh, we live for You 

Jesus, the Name above every other name 
Jesus, the only One who could ever save 
Worthy of every breath we could ever breathe 
We live for You, we live for You 

Holy, there is no one like You 
There is none beside You 
Open up my eyes in wonder 
And show me who You are 
And fill me with Your heart 
And lead me in Your love to those around me 

Jesus, the Name above every other name 
Jesus, the only One who could ever save 
Worthy of every breath we could ever breathe 
We live for You, we live for You 



 

 

Holy, there is no one like You 
There is none beside You 
Open up my eyes in wonder 
And show me who You are 
And fill me with Your heart 
And lead me in Your love to those around me 

And I will build my life upon Your love 
It is a firm foundation 
And I will put my trust in You alone 
And I will not be shaken 
And I will build my life upon Your love 
It is a firm foundation 
And I will put my trust in You alone 
And I will not be shaken 

Holy, there is no one like You 
There is none beside You 
Open up my eyes in wonder 
And show me who You are 
And fill me with Your heart 
And lead me in Your love to those around me 

I will build my life upon You 
Lead me in Your love 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 



 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
           and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The congregation may kneel. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

One in the communion of saints and in the power of the Holy Spirit, we join our voices in prayer.  

For the church of Jesus Christ in this and every land: Through the One who is the cornerstone of 
a firm foundation, join us together and build us up as a temple of mercy and peace. In your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

For the creation: Cause new trees to be planted. Restrain the melting of polar ice caps. Save land 
from destruction. Like a shepherd tends her sheep, raise up from among us caretakers of all you 
have made. In your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For the leaders of nations and heads of tribes: Where peace seems far off, bring it near. Where 
justice seems fleeting, bring it to light. Where discord seems relentless, bring harmony. In your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 

For the health and well-being of family, friends, and neighbors: Heal those who are sick. Give 
courage to all who struggle with addiction. Touch with your tender care all who reach out to you 
in pain. In your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For this assembly and for the faith communities represented this week at the ELCA Youth 
Gathering: Nurture the faith of young people as they encounter new experiences and people. 
Break down dividing walls and inspire collaboration among people of every age. In your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Please verbally add your personal prayer requests. 

In thanksgiving for those who have died: Make us certain that in Christ we are no longer strangers 
and aliens but citizens with the saints in the household of God. In your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Holy God, holy and merciful: into your outstretched arms we commend ourselves and all for 
whom we pray, trusting in the one who is the way, the truth, and the life, Jesus Christ our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 

 



 

 

The congregation may be seated. 

OFFERING MUSIC 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast of plenty. 
Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be what we 
receive here, your body for the life of the world. Amen. 

The congregation may stand. 

COMMUNION MUSIC  The Table Chris Tomlin 
I will feast at the table of the Lord. 
I will feast at the table of the Lord. 

I won’t hunger anymore at His table. 

Come all you weary, come and find 
His yoke is easy, His burden light. 

He is able; He will restore at the table of the Lord. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
On the night of his betrayal 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come! 

 



 

 

The congregation may be seated. 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT 
All without exception, are welcome at the table of God’s grace and love. Please fill out a 
communion card and hand to an usher or place in the box at back of sanctuary. Today we receive 
the sacrament at the altar rail. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. Gluten-free 
wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle. Return to your seats by the side aisle. If 
you do not wish to come forward for communion, please let an usher know and communion can 
be brought to you. 

The congregation may stand. 

BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace, in the name 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. As you have 
nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. In your name 
we pray. Amen. 

BENEDICTION 
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, be upon you now and 
forever. Amen. 

SENDING HYMN             Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow ELW 884 
sing through twice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE Shine, Jesus, Shine Graham Kendrick 
  arr. Peggy Bettcher 

Handbell Choir 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

GUESTS are always welcome to the Table! 
 

MEMBERS (two types) 
Voting & Non-voting 

 
KEEPING MEMBERSHIP SIMPLE 

 
1. The only way you can ever be removed from the membership roll at St. 

John’s, or any ELCA congregation: 

• You request a transfer 

• You ask to be removed 

• You depart this life 

 
2. Voting members must make a record of having: 

• Filled out a communion card and received the Lord’s Supper ONE time per year 

• Contributed ONE time per year, making sure your name is included 

 

 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23029. 
Hymns and service music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709485. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS TOMORROW! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
 

SUNDAY, JULY 21 – Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

9:30 AM Worship Celebration Sanctuary 

9:30 AM Chime Cherubs Room 214/216 

10:45 AM Youth Retreat Meeting Fellowship Hall 

MONDAY, JULY 22 

12:00 PM LIFT Planning  

7:30 PM Optimist Club of Boyertown Conference Room 

TUESDAY, JULY 23 

6:30 PM Building a Better Boyertown  Lower Level 

6:30 PM Tuesday Night Ringers Handbell Room 

7:30 PM Chancel Choir Choir Room 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 24  

12:00 PM Lutheran Disaster Relief  

7:15 PM Organ Lessons Sanctuary 

THURSDAY, JULY 25 

10:00 AM Chestnut Knoll Service w/Holy Communion Chestnut Knoll 

7:00 PM Jen’s Handbell Choir Handbell Room 

8:00 PM Worship Broadcast Comcast Ch 98  

FRIDAY, JULY 26 

7:00 AM Men’s Small Group Bible Study Telephone Conference 

8:30 AM Mental Health Education for Lay Leaders Off Site 

9:00 AM Team Coaching Telephone Conference 

SATURDAY, JULY 27 

4:30 PM Come to the Table Fellowship Hall/Parking Lot 

SUNDAY, JULY 28 – Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 

9:30 AM Worship Celebration Sanctuary 

9:30 AM Chime Cherubs Room 214/216 

10:45 AM Birthday Reception Lower Level 

10:45 AM Love Does Conference Room 

12:00 PM Youth Retreat Departure Parking Lot 
 

 
Scan the QR Code with your phone’s camera to 

connect to our website and view more of 
what’s happening at St. John’s! 



 

 

 

PURPOSE STATEMENT 
 

We believe God’s purpose for the people of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is to 
develop joy-filled children of God who love the Lord and share God’s Word. 

We do this by: 

▪ Maintaining a trusting and welcoming environment. 
▪ Praying daily. 
▪ Reading scripture regularly. 
▪ Sharing our faith through action-based service. 
▪ Encouraging holy conversations. 
▪ Feeding our faith with music. 

With a focus on: 

▪ Activities that build relationships. 
▪ Worship that is relevant. 
▪ Meeting the needs of the vulnerable in our community. 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Bob Machamer 
Pastor Bob Machamer 

bmachamer@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Kay Christman, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Sue Grofe, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Donnie Heimbach, Property  

Bonnie Moatz, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Shannon Omlor, Communications Coordinator somlor@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Madison Robb, Intern intern@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Linda Rohrbach, Treasurer treasurer@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Becky Scheiry, Parish Administrator parishadmin@stjohnsboyertown.org 

45 N. Reading Avenue | Boyertown, PA 19512 
610.369.1024 | fax 610.369.1463 

stjohnsboyertown.org 
Office Hours | Monday-Thursday 8:30am - 3:30pm | Friday 8:30am - 12:00pm 


