JULY 14,2024 | 9:30 am
EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

As children of God and disciples of Christ seeking peace and
justice in the world, we welcome, affirm, and include all people
into the fullness of God'’s love. We celebrate and lift up people
of all races, cultures, ages, sexual orientations, gender
identities, physical or mental abilities, economic statuses,
political affiliation, appearances, family status, and citizenship
as equally loved and valued in the eyes of God and in this place.
All are invited to join this community as we worship God, grow
in faith, and strive to love and serve one another.

All, without exception, are welcome in this place.
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WELCOME

You are a blessing to us, and we’re glad you’re here today!

NEW HERE?

Please do not feel obligated to contribute an offering - you are our guest! Rather, please ask an usher for a
Let’s Get Acquainted card and drop it in the offering plate.

Restrooms are located on the same level as the sanctuary. Exit the back of the sanctuary, turn left into Parish
House, turn left again at ramp and continue midway down hallway. Restrooms are on the right.

Gluten-free communion wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle.

WHERE DO MY KIDS GO?

Children are always welcome to worship. During summer months we offer Chime Cherubs, a music ministry
for children. Families are encouraged to begin worship together at 9:30 in the sanctuary. Children are
dismissed from worship and escorted to room 214, located on the second floor of the Parish House. Children
return to the sanctuary for communion. Children’s Sunday Church School resumes in September.

PRAYER REQUESTS

The importance of prayer is affirmed throughout the Bible. As a church we are committed to pray - your
needs are important to us. Prayer request cards can be obtained from an usher and may be filled out and
dropped in the offering plate.

GATHERING TIMES GET CONNECTED
Sunday | 9:30 am | Sanctuary Connect with God, each other and our
Worship Celebration with Holy Communion community! Follow us on Facebook,
Livestream on YouTube (St John’s ELC Boyertown) YouTube and Instagram!
Thursday | 8:00 pm @ u
Service Broadcast on Comcast Channel 98 n r.j

SERVING IN WORSHIP

Acolyte Tatum Friz Media Justin Jones

Altar Assistants Dave Eidle, Mel Roth Musician Sam Kulp

Altar Guild Mary Kay Heimbach Prayers Tom Engle

Assisting Minister  Lauren Jones Sound Ashley Gheer

Lector Phyllis Kershner Video Scott Scheiry

Ushers Jen Schlegel, Sandy & Terry Wade, Nathan Wanish



Eighth Sunday after Pentecost

When Amos reports his vision of God judging Israel for its
mistreatment of the poor, he becomes a threat to the power of the
priests and the king. John the Baptist also speaks truth to power, and
Herod has him killed. In Herod’s fear that Jesus is John returned from
the dead, we may hear hope for the oppressed: all the prophets killed
through the ages are alive in Jesus. We are called to witness to justice
in company with them, and to proclaim God’s saving love.

PRELUDE

VIDEO

WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
The congregation may stand.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God of mercy.
Amen.

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.

God, our provider, help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways
when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our own
understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and your ways.
Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? Share with us the words of eternal life and feed
us for life in the world. Amen.

Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. By Jesus,
the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, the bread of life, you
are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN
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The Church’s One Foundation

ELW 654
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1 The church’s one foun-da - tion is Je - sus Christ,her Lord;

2 E - lect from ev-'ry na - tion, yet one o’er all the earth,

3 Though with a scorn-ful won - der this world sees her op- pressed,

4 Through toil and trib - u - la - tion and tu - mult of her war,

5 Yet she on earth has u - nion with God, the Three in One,
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she is his new cre - a - tion by wa - ter and the word.
her char-ter of sal - va - tion one Lord, one faith, one birth:
by  schisms. .rent a - sund - er, by her - e - sies dis - tressed,
she waits the con-sum - ma - tion of peace for - ev - er - more;
and mys-tic sweet com - mu - nion with those whose rest is  won.
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From heav’'n he came and sought her to be his ho - ly bride;
one ho - ly name she bless - es, par - takes one ho - ly  food,
yet saints their watch are keep - ing; their cry goes up:“How long?”
till  with the vi- sion glo - rious her long-ing eyes are blest,
Oh, bless - ed heav’'n-ly cho - rus! Lord, save us by your grace,
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with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.
and to one hope she press - es with ev-'ry grace en - dued.
and soon the night of weep - ing shall be the morn of song.
and the great church vic - to - rious shall be the church at rest.
that  we, like saints be - fore us, may see you face to face.

Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839-1900
Music: AURELIA, Samuel S. Wesley, 1810-1876

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with

you all. And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God, from you come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works. Give to us, your
servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey your
commandments; and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in
peace and quietness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Change My Heart, O God

Refrain
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Change my heart, O  God; make it ev-er true.
End
T
Change my heart, O  God; may [ be like you.
33—
G- Wil ppd vl
You are the pot - ter; I am the clay.
N P— Refrain
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Mold me and make  me; this is what [ pray.

Text: Eddie Espinosa, b, 1953
Music: CHANGE MY HEART, Eddie Espinosa
Text and music © 1982 Mercy/Vineyeard Publishing, admin, Music Services

Children are dismissed to Chime Cherubs.

The congregation may be seated.
FIRST READING Amos 7:7-15

Amos is not the kind of prophet attached to temples or royal courts. Rather, he is an ordinary farmer from Judah (the
southern kingdom) called by God to speak to Israel (the northern kingdom). God’s word of judgment through Amos
conflicts with the king’s court prophet Amaziah, whom Amos encounters at Bethel.

"This is what [the Lord Gob] showed me: the Lord was standing beside a wall built with a plumb
line, with a plumb line in his hand. 8And the LORD said to me, “Amos, what do you see?” And | said,
“A plumb line.” Then the Lord said, “See, | am setting a plumb line in the midst of my people Israel;
I will never again pass them by; °the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate, and the
sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste, and | will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the



sword.” 1°Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, saying, “Amos has
conspired against you in the very center of the house of Israel; the land is not able to bear all his
words. 'For thus Amos has said, ‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and Israel must go into exile
away from his land.”” ?And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah,
earn your bread there, and prophesy there; 3but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the
king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom.” ¥*Then Amos answered Amaziah, “I am no
prophet, nor a prophet’s son; but | am a herdsman, and a dresser of sycamore trees, ®and
the LORD took me from following the flock, and the LORD said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people
Israel.””

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING Ephesians 1:3-14

In Jesus, all of God'’s plans and purposes have been made known as heaven and earth are united in Christ. Through
Jesus, we have been chosen as God’s children and have been promised eternal salvation.

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, %just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the
world to be holy and blameless before him in love. *He destined us for adoption as his children
through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, ®to the praise of his glorious grace
that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. “In him we have redemption through his blood, the
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8that he lavished on us. With all
wisdom and insight °he has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good
pleasure that he set forth in Christ, °as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in
him, things in heaven and things on earth. !In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having
been destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his
counsel and will, *?so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the
praise of his glory. *In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; “*this
is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
The congregation may stand.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia,

Lord, to whom shall we go?

You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia!



GOSPEL READING Mark 6:14-29
The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark. Glory to you O Lord.

As Jesus and his disciples begin to attract attention, Mark recalls the story of John the Baptist’s martyrdom. Like John,
Jesus and his disciples will also suffer at the hands of those opposed to the gospel of salvation.

14King Herod heard of [the disciples’ preaching,] for Jesus’ name had become known. Some were
saying, “John the baptizer has been raised from the dead; and for this reason these powers are at
work in him.” °But others said, “It is Elijah.” And others said, “It is a prophet, like one of the
prophets of old.” ¥*But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom | beheaded, has been
raised.” YFor Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put him in prison
on account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because Herod had married her. ¥For John had
been telling Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” °And Herodias had a
grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But she could not, ?*for Herod feared John, knowing
that he was a righteous and holy man, and he protected him. When he heard him, he was greatly
perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to him. 2!But an opportunity came when Herod on his
birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and for the leaders of Galilee. 2?When his
daughter Herodias came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said to
the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and | will give it.” 22And he solemnly swore to her,
“Whatever you ask me, | will give you, even half of my kingdom.” *She went out and said to her
mother, “What should | ask for?” She replied, “The head of John the baptizer.” ®*Immediately she
rushed back to the king and requested, “l want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist
on a platter.” 2°The king was deeply grieved; yet out of regard for his oaths and for the guests, he
did not want to refuse her. Immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard with orders to bring
John’s head. He went and beheaded him in the prison, 2brought his head on a platter, and gave
it to the girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother. 2When his disciples heard about it, they came
and took his body, and laid it in a tomb.

The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

The congregation may be seated.

SERMON Pastor Rachael Dietz
Executive Associate to the Bishop, Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod



The congregation may stand.
MUSIC SELECTION Build My Life

Worthy of every song we could ever sing
Worthy of all the praise we could ever bring
Worthy of every breath we could ever breathe
We live for You, oh, we live for You

Jesus, the Name above every other name
Jesus, the only One who could ever save
Worthy of every breath we could ever breathe
We live for You, we live for You

Holy, there is no one like You

There is none beside You

Open up my eyes in wonder

And show me who You are

And fill me with Your heart

And lead me in Your love to those around me

Jesus, the Name above every other name
Jesus, the only One who could ever save
Worthy of every breath we could ever breathe
We live for You, we live for You

Holy, there is no one like You

There is none beside You

Open up my eyes in wonder

And show me who You are

And fill me with Your heart

And lead me in Your love to those around me

And | will build my life upon Your love
Itis a firm foundation

And | will put my trust in You alone
And | will not be shaken

And | will build my life upon Your love
Itis a firm foundation

And | will put my trust in You alone
And | will not be shaken

Pat Barrett



Holy, there is no one like You

There is none beside You

Open up my eyes in wonder

And show me who You are

And fill me with Your heart

And lead me in Your love to those around me

| will build my life upon You
Lead me in Your love

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The congregation may kneel.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
One in the communion of saints and in the power of the Holy Spirit, we join our voices in prayer.

You gather your people into the body of Christ. Where your church is wounded, heal it. Where it
is right, strengthen it. Where it is divided, reunite it. In your mercy, hear our prayer.



From before the foundation of the world, you are God. Revive ecosystems destroyed by human
greed. Curb our desire to put wealth ahead of the health of all who call this planet home. In your
mercy, hear our prayer.

You establish equity and make justice. Within every nation, tribe, and land, cause laws to be
written and customs to be observed that protect the most vulnerable. In your mercy, hear our
prayer.

On the cross your beloved Son endured pain and death. Bring healing to those in need, hope to
any in despair, and comfort to the dying. In your mercy, hear our prayer.

You send your Spirit into this community of faith. Empower our ministries that serve and build up
local communities such as Come to the Table, Preschool, People Caring for People, The Potato
Project, and Shop with a Cop. Nurture our partnerships with other community organizations
including the Boyertown YMCA, Boyertown Library, Building a Better Boyertown, Boyertown Area
Fire and Rescue, the Boyertown School District, the Boyertown Ambulance, Boyertown Multi-
Service, Operation 143, and the State Theatre. In your mercy, hear our prayer.

Please verbally add your personal prayer requests.

All peoples praise you, O God. We give you thanks and praise for the lives of our loved ones who
now rest in you. In the fullness of time gather us with all your saints in light. In your mercy, hear
our prayer.

Holy God, holy and merciful: into your outstretched arms we commend ourselves and all for
whom we pray, trusting in the one who is the way, the truth, and the life, Jesus Christ our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

The congregation may be seated.
OFFERING MUSIC
OFFERING PRAYER

Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast of plenty.
Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be what we
receive here, your body for the life of the world. Amen.

The congregation may stand.

COMMUNION MUSIC The Table Chris Tomlin
| will feast at the table of the Lord.
| will feast at the table of the Lord.

| won’t hunger anymore at His table.



Come all you weary, come and find
His yoke is easy, His burden light.
He is able; He will restore at the table of the Lord.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

On the night of his betrayal

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come!

The congregation may be seated.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT

All without exception, are welcome at the table of God’s grace and love. Please fill out a
communion card and hand to an usher or place in the box at back of sanctuary. Today we receive
the sacrament at the altar rail. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. Gluten-free
wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle. Return to your seats by the side aisle. If
you do not wish to come forward for communion, please let an usher know and communion can
be brought to you.

The congregation may stand.

BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace, in the name
of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.



POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. As you have
nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. In your name

we pray. Amen.

BENEDICTION

The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, be upon you now and

forever. Amen.

SENDING HYMN Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing ELW 807
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1 Come, thou Fount of ev-’ry bless-ing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;

2 Here I raise my Eb-en - e - zer:“Hith-er by thy help I've come”;
3 Oh, to grace how great a debt-or dai-ly I'm con-strained to be;
04 J— — |
7 : ——— — —r E——t——
ul | | | I | I
| o
streams of  mer - cy, nev-er ceas-ing, call for songs of loud-est praise.
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Je - sus sought me when a strang-er, wan-d’ring from the fold of God;
Prone to wan - der, Lord, I feel it; prone to leave the God I love.
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Text: Robert Robinson, 1735-1790, alt.
Music: NETTLETON, J. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, Part II, 1813

a - dore thee; may I
res - cue me from dan- ger,
Here’s my heart, oh, take and seal

still

it; seal it for

thy good-ness prove.
in - ter - posed his
thy courts a - bove.

pre-cious blood.



DISMISSAL

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23029.
Hymns and service music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709485.

GUESTS are always welcome to the Table!

MEMBERS (two types)
Voting & Non-voting

KEEPING MEMBERSHIP SIMPLE

1. The only way you can ever be removed from the membership roll at St.
John's, or any ELCA congregation:
e You request a transfer
e  You ask to be removed
e  You depart this life

2. Voting members must make a record of having:
e  Filled out a communion card and received the Lord’s Supper ONE time per year
e  Contributed ONE time per year, making sure your name is included

SUMMER

SMALL GROUPS

Tuesdays 6:30 pm - The Power of Your Words
Thursdays 6:30 pm - ScriptureDoodle
Sundays 10:45 am - Love Does

SCAN THE CODE FOR

DATES, DESCRIPTIONS &
REGISTRATION




THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S

SUNDAY, JULY 14 - Eighth Sunday after Pentecost

9:30 AM Worship Celebration Sanctuary

9:30 AM Chime Cherubs Room 214

10:45 AM Coffee & Conversation Lower Level

11:00 AM Assisting Minister Training Sanctuary

MONDAY, JULY 15

TUESDAY, JULY 16

6:30 PM Finance Team Office

6:30 PM Madi’s Handbell Choir Handbell Room

7:30 PM Choir Choir Room
WEDNESDAY, JULY 17

9:30 AM Pottstown Soup Kitchen Pottstown Salvation Army
6:30 PM Congregation Council Conference Room
THURSDAY, JULY 18

10:00 AM Chestnut Knoll Service Chestnut Knoll

7:00 PM Jen’s Handbell Choir Handbell Room

8:00 PM Worship Broadcast Comcast Ch 98
FRIDAY, JULY 19

7:00 AM Men’s Small Group Bible Study Telephone Conference
SATURDAY, JULY 20

4:30 PM Come to the Table Fellowship Hall/Parking Lot
SUNDAY, JULY 21 - Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

9:30 AM Worship Celebration Sanctuary

9:30 AM Chime Cherubs Room 214

10:45 AM Youth Retreat Meeting Fellowship Hall

Scan the QR Code with your phone’s camera to
connect to our website and view more of
what’s happening at St. John’s!
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PURPOSE STATEMENT

We believe God’s purpose for the people of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is to
develop joy-filled children of God who love the Lord and share God’s Word.

We do this by:

=  Maintaining a trusting and welcoming environment.

= Praying daily.
= Reading scripture regularly.

= Sharing our faith through action-based service.

= Encouraging holy conversations.
=  Feeding our faith with music.

With a focus on:

= Activities that build relationships.
=  Worship that is relevant.

=  Meeting the needs of the vulnerable in our community.

Pastor Bob Machamer

Kay Christman, Finance Team

Sue Grofe, Finance Team

Donnie Heimbach, Property

Bonnie Moatz, Finance Team

Shannon Omlor, Communications Coordinator
Madison Robb, Intern

Linda Rohrbach, Treasurer

Becky Scheiry, Parish Administrator

bmachamer@stjohnsboyertown.org
financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org

financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
somlor@stjohnsboyertown.org
intern@stjohnsboyertown.org
treasurer@stjohnsboyertown.org
parishadmin@stjohnsboyertown.org
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45 N. Reading Avenue | Boyertown, PA 19512
610.369.1024 | fax 610.369.1463
stjohnsboyertown.org

W Office Hours | Monday-Thursday 8:30am - 3:30pm | Friday 8:30am - 12:00pm
8
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