JULY 7,2024 | 9:30 am
SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

As children of God and disciples of Christ seeking peace and
justice in the world, we welcome, affirm, and include all people
into the fullness of God’s love. We celebrate and lift up people
of all races, cultures, ages, sexual orientations, gender
identities, physical or mental abilities, economic statuses,
political affiliation, appearances, family status, and citizenship
as equally loved and valued in the eyes of God and in this place.
All are invited to join this community as we worship God, grow
in faith, and strive to love and serve one another.

All, without exception, are welcome in this place.
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WELCOME

You are a blessing to us, and we’re glad you’re here today!

NEW HERE?

Please do not feel obligated to contribute an offering - you are our guest! Rather, please ask an usher for a
Let’s Get Acquainted card and drop it in the offering plate.

Restrooms are located on the same level as the sanctuary. Exit the back of the sanctuary, turn left into Parish
House, turn left again at ramp and continue midway down hallway. Restrooms are on the right.

Gluten-free communion wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle.

WHERE DO MY KIDS GO?

Children are always welcome to worship. During summer months we offer Chime Cherubs, a music ministry
for children. Families are encouraged to begin worship together at 9:30 in the sanctuary. Children are
dismissed from worship and escorted to room 214, located on the second floor of the Parish House. Children
return to the sanctuary for communion. Children’s Sunday Church School resumes in September.

PRAYER REQUESTS

The importance of prayer is affirmed throughout the Bible. As a church we are committed to pray - your
needs are important to us. Prayer request cards can be obtained from an usher and may be filled out and
dropped in the offering plate.

GATHERING TIMES GET CONNECTED
Sunday | 9:30 am | Sanctuary Connect with God, each other and our
Worship Celebration with HOly Communion community! Follow us on Facebook’
Livestream on YouTube (St John’s ELC Boyertown) YouTube and Instagram!
Thursday | 8:00 pm @ n
Service Broadcast on Comcast Channel 98 n r'j

SERVING IN WORSHIP

Acolyte Delaney Hersperger Media Jason Friz

Altar Assistants Bonnie Moatz, Becky Scheiry Musician Patricia Keith

Altar Guild Melissa Eidle Prayers Sue Grofe

Assisting Minister  Amanda Ehst Sound Myles Omlor

Lector Sue Hill Video Shannon Omlor

Ushers Phil Haddad, Gerry Krause, Carol Sematis, Terry Wadsworth



Seventh Sunday after Pentecost

Jesus does great deeds of power and gives his disciples authority over
demons. Yet none of this power is unilateral; it all must be received by
faith. Jesus asks his disciples to go out without money or supplies, so that
they will be dependent on how others receive them. When we are sent
from the assembly to witness and to heal, we are asked to be vulnerable,
to be dependent on the reception of others. The Spirit always operates
in the “between”: between Jesus and his Abba, between Jesus and us, between you and me,
between us and those to whom we are sent.

PRELUDE Beautiful Savior James Klein
Handbell Choir, under the direction of Madison Robb:

Jaden Ehst, Ryleigh Ehst, Josh Endy, Melissa Geary, Ashley Gheer,
Abbe Grofe, Amy Moyer, Jennifer Schlegel

VIDEO
WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

The congregation may stand.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God of mercy.
Amen.

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.

God, our provider, help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways
when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our own
understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and your ways.
Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? Share with us the words of eternal life and feed
us for life in the world. Amen.

Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. By Jesus,
the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, the bread of life, you
are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. Amen.



Music led by Patricia Keith and St. John’s Chancel Choir, under the direction of Madison Robb:

Virga Brown, Mary Dierolf, Jaden Ehst, Ryleigh Ehst, Melissa Eidle, Josh Endy, Tom Engle, Melissa
Geary, Ashley Gheer, Abbe Grofe, Phyllis Kershner, Amy Moyer, Jennifer Schlegel, Kathy Smith
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'l be sat-is-fied as long as I walk, let me walk close to thee.
Who with me my bur-den shares? None but thee, dear Lord, none but thee.
guide me gent-ly, safe-ly o’er to thy king - domshore, to thy shore.

Text: North American traditional
Music: CLOSER WALK, North American traditional

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all. And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

God of the covenant, in our baptism you call us to proclaim the coming of your kingdom. Give
us the courage you gave the apostles, that we may faithfully witness to your love and peace in
every circumstance of life, in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Change My Heart, O God

Refrain

GE=EE=E=—_srE=—
Change my heart, O  God; make it ev-er true.

End
br My p. vy,
Change my heart, O  God; may [ be like you.
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You are the pot - ter; I am the clay.
N p— Refrain
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Mold me and make  me; this is what I  pray.

Text: Eddie Espinosa, b, 1953
Music: CH/ \N(:l MY HEART, Eddie Espinosa
Text and music © 1982 Mercy/Vineyeard Publishing, admin. Music Services

Children are dismissed for Chime Cherubs.
The congregation may be seated.
FIRST READING Ezekiel 2:1-5

In 597 BCE, the priest Ezekiel was removed into exile in Babylon. While there, he received a vision of God appearing
majestically on a chariot throne. Today’s reading recounts God’s commissioning of Ezekiel during this vision. The
prophet is to speak God’s word to a people unwilling to hear.

[A voice] said to me: O mortal, stand up on your feet, and | will speak with you.?And when he
spoke to me, a spirit entered into me and set me on my feet; and | heard him speaking to me. 3He
said to me, Mortal, | am sending you to the people of Israel, to a nation of rebels who have
rebelled against me; they and their ancestors have transgressed against me to this very day. “The
descendants are impudent and stubborn. | am sending you to them, and you shall say to them,



“Thus says the Lord God.” *Whether they hear or refuse to hear (for they are a rebellious house),
they shall know that there has been a prophet among them.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING 2 Corinthians 12:2-10

Christians do not boast of their own accomplishments. Rather, Christian boasting focuses attention on how the power
of Christ is present in our lives, especially in times of weakness and vulnerability. No matter what our circumstances in
life, Christ’s grace is sufficient for us.
2| know a person in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven—whether
in the body or out of the body | do not know; God knows. 3And | know that such a person—
whether in the body or out of the body | do not know; God knows—*was caught up into Paradise
and heard things that are not to be told, that no mortal is permitted to repeat. >°On behalf of such
a one | will boast, but on my own behalf | will not boast, except of my weaknesses. ®But if | wish
to boast, | will not be a fool, for | will be speaking the truth. But | refrain from it, so that no one
may think better of me than what is seen in me or heard from me, “even considering the
exceptional character of the revelations. Therefore, to keep me from being too elated, a thorn
was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me, to keep me from being too
elated. 8Three times | appealed to the Lord about this, that it would leave me, °but he said to me,
“My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness.” So, | will boast all the
more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me. °Therefore | am
content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities for the sake of Christ;

for whenever | am weak, then | am strong.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
The congregation may stand.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia,

Lord, to whom shall we go?

You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia!



GOSPEL READING Mark 6:1-13
The Holy Gospel according to St. John. Glory to you O Lord.

At home and abroad, Jesus and his disciples encounter resistance as they seek to proclaim God’s word and relieve

affliction.
[Jesus] came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him.20n the sabbath he began to teach
in the synagogue, and many who heard him were astounded. They said, “Where did this man get
all this? What is this wisdom that has been given to him? What deeds of power are being done by
his hands! 3Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas
and Simon, and are not his sisters here with us?” And they took offense at him. *Then Jesus said
to them, “Prophets are not without honor, except in their hometown, and among their own kin,
and in their own house.” >And he could do no deed of power there, except that he laid his hands
on a few sick people and cured them. ®And he was amazed at their unbelief. Then he went about
among the villages teaching. He called the twelve and began to send them out two by two, and
gave them authority over the unclean spirits. 8He ordered them to take nothing for their journey
except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their belts; *but to wear sandals and not to put on
two tunics. °He said to them, “Wherever you enter a house, stay there until you leave the
place. If any place will not welcome you and they refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake off the
dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them.” 12So they went out and proclaimed that all
should repent. B3 They cast out many demons, and anointed with oil many who were sick and cured
them.

The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

The congregation may be seated.

SERMON Pastor Bob Machamer



The congregation may stand.

HYMN OF THE DAY How Firm a Foundation
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who un - to the Sav - jor for ref - uge have fled?
up - held by my righ - teous,om - nip - o - tent hand.”
your dross to con - sume and your gold to re - fine”
like lambs  they shall still in my bo - som be borne.”

Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt.
Music: FOUNDATION, Early American

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;

ELW 796



he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

The congregation may kneel.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
One in the communion of saints and in the power of the Holy Spirit, we join our voices in prayer.

Glorious God, you bend down to wash the feet of your disciples. Let the servant church arise in
our teaching, our praying, our healing, and our doing. Make all your faithful people powerful in
weakness and strong in grace. In your mercy, hear our prayer.

Life-giving God, your fingers trace the heavens and your hands mold the earth. Where there is
drought, bring nourishing rain. Where there is devastation from fire or flood, bring relief. Sustain
the well-being of every living thing. In your mercy, hear our prayer.

Merciful God, you speak and the nations listen. Open those who govern to the cries of all who
journey with no food or shelter, particularly people fleeing violence, those seeking freedom, and
those in search of community. In your mercy, hear our prayer.

Gracious God, your embrace brings wholeness to those who are troubled. Anoint all who suffer
in any way with the oil of healing and grant them renewal. In your mercy, hear our prayer.

Welcoming God, in your presence strangers become companions and enemies become neighbors.
Open our doors to those we have so easily shut out, particularly people who are different from us
or who are marginalized by church or society. In your mercy, hear our prayer.

Please verbally add your personal prayer requests.

Eternal God, you gather us into your house of many dwelling places. We give you thanks for our
faithful departed. Inspire us by their lives of faith until, with them, we rest forever at our journey’s
end. In your mercy, hear our prayer.



Holy God, holy and merciful: into your outstretched arms we commend ourselves and all for
whom we pray, trusting in the one who is the way, the truth, and the life, Jesus Christ our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

The congregation may be seated.
OFFERING MUSIC
OFFERING PRAYER

Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast of plenty.
Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be what we
receive here, your body for the life of the world. Amen.

The congregation may stand.

COMMUNION MUSIC The Table Chris Tomlin
| will feast at the table of the Lord.
| will feast at the table of the Lord.

| won’t hunger anymore at His table.

Come all you weary, come and find
His yoke is easy, His burden light.
He is able; He will restore at the table of the Lord.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

On the night of his betrayal

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come!

The congregation may be seated.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT

All without exception, are welcome at the table of God’s grace and love. Please fill out a
communion card and hand to an usher or place in the box at back of sanctuary. Today we receive
the sacrament at the altar rail. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. Gluten-free
wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle. Return to your seats by the side aisle. If
you do not wish to come forward for communion, please let an usher know and communion can
be brought to you.

The congregation may stand.

BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace, in the name
of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. As you have
nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. In your name
we pray. Amen.

BENEDICTION
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, be upon you now and
forever. Amen.



SENDING HYMN Let Streams of Living Justice ELW 710
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a - bol - ish an-cient ven-geance: pro - claim your peo-ple’s hour.
dye our tex - ture with your ra - diance, light our col - ors with your sun.
your  truth—the heart of strang-er;  your life—the Cru - ci - fied.
Text: William Whitla, b. 1934
Music: THAXTED, Gustav Holst, 1874-1934
Text © 1989 William Whitla.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE | Need Thee Every Hour Barry Braman

Handbell Choir

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23029.
Hymns and service music reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-709485.



GUESTS are always welcome to the Table!

MEMBERS (two types)
Voting & Non-voting

KEEPING MEMBERSHIP SIMPLE

The only way you can ever be removed from the membership roll at St.
John's, or any ELCA congregation:

®  You request a transfer

e  You ask to be removed

e  You depart this life

Voting members must make a record of having:
e  Filled out a communion card and received the Lord’s Supper ONE time per year
e Contributed ONE time per year, making sure your name is included




THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S

SUNDAY, JULY 7 — Seventh Sunday after Pentecost

9:30 AM Worship Celebration Sanctuary

9:30 AM Chime Cherubs Room 214/216
10:45 AM Learning MAG Conference Room
MONDAY, JULY 8

5:00 PM Newsletter Submission

TUESDAY, JULY 9

6:30 PM Madi’s Handbell Choir Handbell Room
7:30 PM Choir Choir Room
WEDNESDAY, JULY 10

THURSDAY, JULY 11

10:00 AM Chestnut Knoll Service Chestnut Knoll
7:00 PM Jen’s Handbell Choir Handbell Room
8:00 PM Worship Broadcast Comcast Ch 98
FRIDAY, JULY 12

7:00 AM Men’s Small Group Bible Study Telephone Conference
SATURDAY, JULY 13

4:30 PM Come to the Table Fellowship Hall/Parking Lot
SUNDAY, JULY 14 - Eighth Sunday after Pentecost

9:30 AM Worship Celebration Sanctuary

9:30 AM Chime Cherubs Room 214/216
10:45 AM Coffee and Conversation Lower Level

11:00 AM Assisting Minister Training Sanctuary

Scan the QR Code with your phone’s camera to
connect to our website and view more of
what’s happening at St. John’s!
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PURPOSE STATEMENT

We believe God’s purpose for the people of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is to
develop joy-filled children of God who love the Lord and share God’s Word.

We do this by:

=  Maintaining a trusting and welcoming environment.

= Praying daily.
= Reading scripture regularly.

= Sharing our faith through action-based service.

= Encouraging holy conversations.
= Feeding our faith with music.

With a focus on:

= Activities that build relationships.
=  Worship that is relevant.

=  Meeting the needs of the vulnerable in our community.

Pastor Bob Machamer

Kay Christman, Finance Team

Sue Grofe, Finance Team

Donnie Heimbach, Property

Bonnie Moatz, Finance Team

Shannon Omlor, Communications Coordinator
Madison Robb, Intern

Linda Rohrbach, Treasurer

Becky Scheiry, Parish Administrator

bmachamer@stjohnsboyertown.org
financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org

financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
somlor@stjohnsboyertown.org
intern@stjohnsboyertown.org
treasurer@stjohnsboyertown.org
parishadmin@stjohnsboyertown.org
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45 N. Reading Avenue | Boyertown, PA 19512
610.369.1024 | fax 610.369.1463
stjohnsboyertown.org

W Office Hours | Monday-Thursday 8:30am - 3:30pm | Friday 8:30am - 12:00pm
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