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Lent & Easter Schedule 40-days of Positive 
Change  

Dear Children of God, 

As we journey together through Lent, I urge you to devote yourselves to deep-

ening your rela�onship with Christ through spending a few moments each day 

reading scripture and praying regularly. These are, of course, founda�onal disci-

plines that strengthen our common life together. 

The vitality of our congrega�on depends on the kind of spiritual renewal and 

commitment that leads us to a deep, transforma�ve encounter with God’s love 

as revealed to us in Jesus Christ. Without it, we are stuck with depending on our 

own energy. For those of us who have tried that road, we will be the first to tell 

you it isn’t a road worth travelling. Crea�ng a congrega�on in our image, for our 

purpose, according to our preferences, rather than seeking to be God’s faithful 

witnesses and doing what ma)ers to God is fu�le. 

I know the Holy Spirit is hard at work among you. I see God at work in you! The 

yearning in your hearts to serve those in need, the ideas and possibili�es that 

are bubbling up within are surely the evidence of the work of the Holy Spirit. 

Dear partners in ministry, know that I thank God for you and that you are not 

alone as you endeavor to do the good work - the best work - loving God and 

loving all people! 

Be blessed! 

Pastor Bob 

Love God, Love People 

Love God, Love People 

Love God, Love People Read Scripture Pray Regularly 
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stjohnsboyertown.org 

On St. John’s website, you can: 

- Stay up to date with announcements 

- Sign up to receive our emails 

- Watch worship services and messages 

- Access our church calendar 

- Give online 

Check it out! 

Our ‘Inclement Weather’ policy at St John’s states 

that when the Boyertown Area School District is 

closed, we follow their lead and cancel all 

mee�ngs and events.  

For weather related closings, check 

Channel 69 News or www.wfmz.com. 

WEATHER RELATED CLOSINGS 

REFLECTIONS ON MY TIME WITH PRESCHOOL 

By: Vicky Henry 

Pastor Bob has asked me to reflect back to the �me when I began my tenure at St. John’s preschool, 

up un�l preschool today.  This ar�cle will go back to September of 1984, when my daughter, Megan 

began at preschool in the three year old class. 

At that �me, there were classes for threes and fours.  Because her birthday fell in October, she missed 

the cut-off for the Boyertown district.  As a result, she went the following year to a 2-day four year 

class.  The next year, she went to a 3-day class and that is when I was hired to be an aide by Sister Mil-

licent Drake who was the Director at the �me. 

Although I hadn’t thought of where this new job might lead me, I knew that it was God’s agenda that I 

do what he planned for me---working with kids!  The following year, there was an opening for a four 

year teacher in both a two day and a three day class.  I applied and was hired, and so began my tenure 

as a teacher here at the preschool! 

Each month, for the next few, I will con�nue my journey through my years here at St. John’s Preschool 

un�l now.  As I look back, I realize just how things have changed.  I look forward to sharing these 

memories with you. 



Eagle Messenger 
Article Deadlines 

Monday, February 8 for March issue 

Monday, March 8  for April issue 

Monday, April 12  for May issue 
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PRESCHOOL NEWS 
By: Vicky Henry 

Enrollment for the 2021/2022 school year is now open!  

While the pandemic is s�ll in full swing, we have welcomed 

back a few families for the remainder of this year.  For young-

er children socializa�on is so important.  Many families are 

sharing with me that they are seeing how hard it is on their 

children, not being able to be around other children. 

We have heard from a dozen or more families (both past and 

new) wan�ng to know when they can enroll, not wan�ng to 

miss their chance to get the class �me that works for their 

schedule.  Many parents are looking for a preschool home 

and we are ready to welcome all of them! 

At the board’s most recent mee�ng, we discussed ideas to 

con�nue our theme of ‘service’ to the community and 

‘networking’ with local daycares, preschools and businesses.  

With that in mind, we are seEng up our version of the 

‘Souper Bowl’ to coincide with the game.  Families and con-

grega�onal members will be encouraged to donate ‘soup’ to 

be given to the Boyertown Salva�on Army.  (We have been 

told that the single most requested item at that facility is 

soup.)  With that being said, I am seEng our goal for collec-

�on at 200 cans of soup!  Won’t you help?  Boxes will be 

available for drop off February 1-5, from 9-11:30 am at the 

preschool entrance.  

Please con�nue to share our preschool with rela�ves, friends 

and neighbors.  Word of mouth is our best form of adver�se-

ment. 

  COUNCIL CONNECTION 

By: Jen Friz, Congrega�on Council President 

And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and 

good deeds, not giving up mee�ng together, as some are in the habit of 

doing, but encouraging one another – and all the more as you see the 

Day approaching.  (Hebrews 10:24-25, NIV) 

How does one spur on another?  A spur is a metal device that is worn 

on the heel of a riding boot and is used to direct the horse and encour-

age the horse to ride faster.  It’s a tool that needs to be carefully used 

by an experienced rider, so subtly that the movements would not be 

obvious to an observer. Improperly used, spurs can cause harm to the 

horse.  I’ve only been on a horse once or twice in my life and it was only 

walking slowly on a trail that the horse travelled mul�ple �mes a day, 

so he needed no direc�on, encouragement or spurring from me.  Imag-

ine the training and prac�ce that one needs to be able to effec�vely 

spur on a horse while moving full speed in an equestrian compe��on or 

herding ca)le and not injure the horse.   

Considered in this context, spurring on one another may be more chal-

lenging than at first glance.  One needs to have the experience, pa-

�ence, and intui�on to encourage or direct a movement without caus-

ing harm.   Other transla�ons of this verse use the words: mo�vate 

(NLT), provoke (KJV, NRSV), s�r up (RSV), and encouraging (MSG).   

All of these words describe a way to cause a reac�on in someone, but 

each word has a different kind of emo�on associated with it.  

“Mo�vate” and “encouraging” suggest a suppor�ng and posi�ve inter-

ac�on, while “spur,” “s�r up,” and especially “provoke,” may s�mulate 

or incite ac�ons by arousing unwelcome nega�ve emo�ons like anger 

or annoyance.   The range of words associated with the different trans-

la�ons of this text highlights the challenges of human rela�onships and 

leadership, par�cularly in the church.    At �mes the means of persua-

sion or drive towards ac�on in the church can be hurMul, driven by 

emo�ons like shame or guilt.   

This was one of the scripture readings that came up in discussion dur-

ing our Congrega�on Council retreat in January.  The following day it 

was the scripture reading for the daily devo�on on my bible app. (I 

oNen tell Pastor Bob I’m a slow learner, so this �me God needed to 

point this one out to me two days in a row.)  

This text from Hebrews is the essence of many of the efforts of St. 

John’s Congrega�on Council and leadership: it is people caring for one 

another, strong rela�onships, small groups learning and growing to-

gether, loving God and one another.   We just need to be careful what 

words we choose as we love and perform good deeds together as chil-

dren of God.  

A//012 C3/45641783/ 

R69357 M6678/4 

S0/:1;, F6<5015; 28, 2021 

immediately following 

9:30 am Worship 

(star�ng at approximately 10:30 am) 

A GoTo Mee�ng link will be emailed. 

Join online or dial in at 1-877-309-2073. 
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Wednesday, February 17 - Ash Wednesday 

 7:00 pm Worship Livestream on YouTube 

 

Sunday, February 21 

 9:30 am Worship Livestream on YouTube 

 

Wednesday, February 24 

 7:00 pm Lenten Midweek Worship 

Livestream on YouTube 

 

Sunday, February 28 

 9:30 am Worship Livestream on YouTube 

 

Wednesday, March 3 

 7:00 pm Lenten Midweek Worship 

Livestream on YouTube 

 

Sunday, March 7 

 9:30 am Worship Livestream on YouTube 

 

Wednesday, March 10 

 7:00 pm Lenten Midweek Worship 

Livestream on YouTube 

 

Sunday, March 14 

 9:30 am Worship Livestream on YouTube 

 

Wednesday, March 17 

 7:00 pm Lenten Midweek Worship 

Livestream on YouTube L
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The Lenten season can be a dark one; repentance can oNen make us feel unworthy or ashamed. But repentance is also about 

celebra�ng God’s love for us, and Lent can serve as a chance for us to burn the metaphorical ashes of our past year and go for-

ward with kindness and holiness. The past year has required us to give up many things, so as we enter Lent this year, the follow-

ing page offers 40 simple acts that will guide us towards posi�ve change—acts of kindness, of faithfulness, and of worship. 

DO: Mondays’ acts are focused on how we can show Christ’s love in the world. 

TALK: Tuesdays’ acts invite us to talk with our families or friends about a par�cular ques�on. It could be a discussion around the 

dinner table, or you could call someone up to chat—and maybe even make a habit of it! 

READ: On Wednesdays, take some �me to read the Gospel lesson from that evening’s service; reflect on what it means to you 

before you watch the service. 

GROW: Each Thursday in Lent, we’ll send an email with a video message or devo�onal; it’s an opportunity to dig deeper and 

learn more about Lent and the road to the cross. 

GIVE: Fridays each have a sugges�on for how we might give to others—those in need and those close to us. 

PRAY: On Saturdays, try praying somewhere unusual, and take a picture of the place you pick! If you don’t already pray regular-

ly, Lent is a great �me to get into that habit. 

Remember, we are on this Lenten journey together! 

Take a picture of any of your acts of faith and kindness during Lent and send it to 

memmert@stjohnsboyertown.org by Easter Sunday. 

We’ll have a collage of our Christ-like deeds in the community! 

JOIN THE JOURNEY! 
40 ACTS TOWARDS POSITIVE CHANGE 

Sunday, March 21 

 9:30 am Worship Livestream on YouTube 

 

Wednesday, March 24 

 7:00 pm Lenten Midweek Worship 

Livestream on YouTube 

 

Sunday, March 28 - Palm Sunday 

 9:30 am Worship Livestream on YouTube 

In-person Worship to be determined 

 

Thursday, April 1 - Maundy Thursday 

 7:00 pm Worship Livestream on YouTube 

 8:00 pm Prayer Vigil begins 

 

Friday, April 2 - Good Friday 

 7:00 pm Prayer Vigil ends 

 7:00 pm Good Friday Liturgy 

Livestream on YouTube 

 

   Saturday, April 3 - Vigil of Easter 

 7:00 pm Worship Livestream on YouTube 

 

   Sunday, April 4 - Easter Day 

 9:30 am Worship Livestream on YouTube 

In-person Worship to be determined 
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Sunday 

 

 

Monday – DO 

 

 

Tuesday – TALK 

 

 

Wednesday – READ 

 

 

Thursday – GROW 

 

 

Friday – GIVE 

 

 

Saturday – PRAY 

      2/17 

Ma)hew 6:1-6, 

16-21 

2/18 

Talk about today’s 

email message with 

your family. 

2/19 

Donate food to a 

food bank. 

2/20 

Pray in a  new place! 

2/21 

First Sunday of 

Lent 

  

2/22 

Call a friend you 

haven’t spoken to 

lately. 

2/23 

What New Year’s reso-

lu�ons did you make? 

What changes have 

you made during Lent? 

2/24 

Mark 4:35-41 

2/25 

Talk about today’s 

email message with 

your family. 

2/26 

Give a friend some-

thing you don’t 

need anymore. 

2/27 

Pray in a new place! 

2/28 

Second Sunday of 

Lent 

  

3/1 

Put a thank you note 

in your mailbox for 

your mail carrier. 

3/2 

Who is someone who 

influenced your faith? 

3/3 

Mark 9:2-8 

3/4 

Talk about today’s 

email message with 

your family. 

3/5 

Bring someone 

flowers. 

3/6 

Pray in a new place! 

3/7 

Third Sunday of 

Lent 

  

3/8 

Give a loved one a 

message of apprecia-

�on. 

3/9 

What are you thankful 

for? 

3/10 

Mark 2:1-12 

3/11 

Talk about today’s 

email message with 

your family. 

3/12 

Make a meal for a 

neighbor. 

3/13 

Pray in a new place! 

3/14 

Fourth Sunday of 

Lent 

3/15 

Ask a friend or chari-

ty how you can help 

them. 

3/16 

How do you depend 

on crea�on? How are 

you in danger from 

crea�on? 

3/17 

Mark 5:1-20 

3/18 

Talk about today’s 

email message with 

your family. 

3/19 

Donate clothes to a 

clothing bank. 

3/20 

Pray in a new place! 

3/21 

FiNh Sunday of 

Lent 

  

3/22 

Send a card to a 

homebound mem-

ber. 

3/23 

How have you seen 

God at work in the 

world lately? 

3/24 

Mark 10:32-45 

3/25 

Talk about today’s 

email message with 

your family. 

3/26 

Give a loved one a 

picture or memento 

of a treasured 

memory. 

3/27 

Pray in a new place! 

3/28 

Palm Sunday 

  

3/29 

Pick up trash on your 

street. 

3/30 

Have you started any 

habits during Lent that 

you’ll con�nue aNer 

it’s over? 

3/31 

John 13:1-17, 31b-

35 

4/1 

Talk about today’s 

email message with 

your family. 

4/2 

Give to a local aid 

organiza�on or 

charity. 

4/3 

Pray in a new place! 



FEBRUARY 2021 

Wednesday Tuesday Monday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

6:30p Daisy/Brownie Troop 
1759 

7:00p Cub Scouts 
7:00p Small Group Bible 

Study 

7:00p Congregation Council 4:30p Come to the Table 8:00p Broadcast 

13 12 11 10 9 8 7 

5:00p Newsletter Submission 
6:30p Daisy/Brownie Troop 

1759 

8:00a God’s Word Blesses Us 
(Moatz) 
8:00a God’s Word Blesses Us 
(Roth) 
9:30a Worship Celebration 
Online 'Boy Scout 

Recognition' 

7:00p Cub Scouts 
7:00p Small Group Bible 

Study 

6:30p Catechism GWBU 4:30p Come to the Table 8:00p Broadcast 

14 20 19 18 17 16 15 

8:00a God’s Word Blesses Us 
(Moatz) 
8:00a God’s Word Blesses Us 
(Roth) 
9:30a Worship Celebration 
Online 

7:00p Cub Scouts 
7:00p Finance Team 
7:00p Small Group Bible 
Study 

7:00p Worship Celebration 
Online 

4:30p Come to the Table 9:00a Community Leaders 
8:00p Broadcast 

Valentine's Day

Transfiguration of Our Lord

Presidents' Day

Office Closed

Ash Wednesday

27 26 25 24 23 22 21 

6:30p Daisy/Brownie Troop 

1759 

8:00a God’s Word Blesses Us 
(Moatz) 
8:00a God’s Word Blesses Us 
(Roth) 
9:30a Worship Celebration 
Online 

7:00p Cub Scouts 
7:00p Small Group Bible 
Study 

7:00p Lenten Midweek 

Worship Online 
4:30p Come to the Table 8:00p Broadcast 

Lent 1

28 

8:00a God’s Word Blesses Us 
(Moatz) 
8:00a God’s Word Blesses Us 
(Roth) 
9:30a Worship Celebration 
Online 
10:30a Annual Congregation 
Report  

Lent 2



FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 

Madalyn Sands 

2 

Annette Truman 

3 

Marie Adamski 

Dave Babb 

Evelyn Stark 

4 

 

5 

Lois Biehl 

Cody Gheer 

Constance Gilbert 

Joanne Sheidy 

6 

Gloria Rader 

7 

Krista Fretz 

8 

Tim Carl 

Ruth Weil 

9 

Dave Long 

Ranee Reitz 

10 

 

11 

Nyla Omlor 

12 

Madison Hartman 

13 

Joshua Eidle 

Marie Smoyer 

14 15 

Chase Hallman 

Diane Hartman 

Sandra Wade 

16 17 18 

Rebecca Hollowbush 

19 

Judy Seavers 

 

 

20 

Keri Manos 

Mark Stofflet 

21 

Tom Engle Jr 

Susan Laubach 

Brianna Rohrbach 

David Schaeffer 

Natalie Sharp 

22 23 

Melissa Eidle 

Kacey Manos 

24 

LeAnn Derecola 

Bobbie Eddinger 

Timothy Rohrbach 

25 

Dylan DiMarzio 

Robert Eschelman 

Kiersten Kulhamer 

Jack Smith 

26 

Keith Hess 

Shirley Miller 

Susan Schaeffer 

Bertha Schott  

27 

Russell Biehl 

28 

Shelly Houser 

      

 

 

Happy Birthday! 
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We believe God’s purpose for the people of  
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is to develop  

joy-filled children of God who love the Lord 
and share God’s Word. 

We do this by: 
� Maintaining a trusting and welcoming environment. 
� Praying daily. 
� Reading scripture regularly. 
� Sharing our faith through action-based service. 
� Encouraging holy conversations. 
� Feeding our faith with music. 

With a focus on: 

� Activities that build relationships. 

� Worship that is relevant. 

� Meeting the needs of the vulnerable in our 
  community. 

W������ O����
���
�� A�������: 

O����� 

S��	
� | 9:30 
� | W������ L��� S���
� 
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610-369-1024 | 610-369-1463 Fax | www.stjohnsboyertown.org 

Return Service Request - Dated Material 

Mailed January 27, 2021 

EAGLE MESSENGER 

Office Hours (open by appointment) 

Monday-Thursday 8:30 am - 3:30 pm 

Friday 8:30 am - 12:00 pm 

Pastor Bob Machamer bmachamer@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Kay Christman, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Mason Emmert, Director of Worship and Music  memmert@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Sue Grofe, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Vicky Henry, Preschool Director vhenry@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Bonnie Moatz, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Michael Omlor, Treasurer treasurer@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Shannon Omlor, CommunicaVons Coordinator somlor@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Becky Scheiry, Parish Administrator parishadmin@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Amber Shubert, Sexton ashubert@stjohnsboyertown.org 


