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People Caring for People Council Connection 

Dear Children of God, 

 

“Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate. Our deepest fear is that we 

are powerful beyond measure. It is our light, not our darkness that most 

frightens us. We ask, Who am I to be brilliant, gorgeous, talented, fabulous? 

Actually, who are you not to be? You are a Child of God! Your playing small 

does not serve the world. There is nothing enlightened about shrinking so 

that other people won't feel insecure around you. We are all meant to shine, 

as children do. We are born to make manifest the glory of God that is within 

us. It's not just in some of us; it's in everyone. And as we let our own light 

shine, we unconsciously give other people permission to do the same. As we 

are liberated from our own fear, our presence automa)cally liberates oth-

ers.” 

---Marianne Williamson 

 

Members and friends of St. John’s, the remarkable work you have done in moving 

beyond your past and into an emerging future is worth celebra#ng. I encourage 

you to gently, tenderly and humbly imagine God smiling at all you’ve accomplished 

in your recent history in more inten#onally preparing this ministry for a future 

filled with all of the hope God promises to those who are faithful in developing to-

tally devoted disciples of Jesus Christ. 

The rest of the story is for us to discern and discover together!  

Be blessed! 

Pastor Bob 
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Our ‘Inclement Weather’ policy at St John’s states 

that when the Boyertown Area School District is 

closed, we follow their lead and cancel all 

mee#ngs and events.  

For weather related closings, check 

Channel 69 News or www.wfmz.com. 

WEATHER RELATED CLOSINGS 
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PRESCHOOL NEWS 
By: Vicky Henry 

Preschool has gone through many hurdles this year, but your pre-

school staff has stepped up to the plate, and together, we’ve suc-

ceeded in providing for our children without interrup#on. 

To date, the preschool has been blessed with good health.  This 

has been, in fact, due to considerate parents in keeping their chil-

dren home if they are even a bit sick, and constant cleaning and 

sani#zing on a daily basis by our staff. 

The board, staff, and Pastor Bob have decided to extend our 

Christmas break in hopes of helping to mi#gate exposures to 

COVID that might happen during the holidays.  Instead of return-

ing to school on January 4, the children will now return on January 

11. 

God has answered all of our prayers and we were happy to wel-

come back Terry Wade.  His surgery went well and his recovery 

was speedier that expected.  The teachers and staff were excited 

for his return. 

The children in our classes created Christmas cards that accompa-

nied the take out meals we provided to our community on Christ-

mas day.  Our preschool con#nues to support the ac#vi#es that 

the church provides for our community.  We cherish the con#n-

ued support from our congrega#on as well. 

It’s hard to believe that with the new year, it will once again be 

#me to open up enrollment for the 2021/2022 school year.  The 

board is working on tui#on prices and upda#ng our applica#ons.  

We are hoping and praying to be back to our regular rou#nes to 

start the new school year. 

The staff and I wish you and your family a wonderful holiday sea-

son.  We look forward to a healthier new year.   

AWAKEN TO THE WONDER 
By: Pastor Bob 

My favorite Dumbledore (Harry Po>er) quote; "Words are, in my not 

so humble opinion, our most inexhaus#ble source of magic, capable 

of both inflic#ng injury and remedying it." 

As a follower of Jesus Christ it is important to me that we listen to 

THE WORD. You already know that you can do much more than read 

the Bible. You know you can hear God speak. You can hear, through 

the beau#ful work of the Holy Spirit, those most important words 

from God’s lips to your ears (hearts!). You are my child. The world 

does not get to define you - I will define you. I will hold you close. I 

will listen to you. I will speak to you. Hear me when I say to you – 

you are mine – I love you! 

Luther taught that all human beings are created in God’s image and 

therefore are inherently good. And then it all gets messed up and 

distorted because of our bondage to sin. Carmelo Santos, our ELCA 

director for theological diversity and ecumenical and interreligious 

engagement in the Office of the Presiding Bishop, tells the story of 

the “dog that has a juicy steak in its mouth staring down at a pond.” 

“Reflected on the surface, the dog sees another steak that is bigger 

and juicier than the one it already has – that’s how tempta#on 

works. The dog tries to snatch the reflected, but the moment it 

opens its mouth, the real steak falls into the pond and disappears. In 

going aMer the reflec#on, the creature ended up losing what it al-

ready had. That is the tragedy of the human condi#on and the begin-

ning of our bondage to sin. We want to seize by violence or cunning 

what already belongs to us by grace: LOVE!” 

“When we don’t believe the amazing word proclaimed in the gospel, 

we spend our lives looking for subs#tutes to God’s love. In doing so, 

we risk turning others into mere objects meant to serve our needs. 

Taken to the extreme we end up with slavery, human trafficking, 

colonialism, genocide.” 

“The Good News is that God’s ul#mate response to sin is NOT pun-

ishment but healing, reconcilia#on and libera#on. ‘There is therefore 

no condemna#on to those who are in Christ Jesus (Romans 8).’ The 

Word of God has the power to set us free and to empower us to 

work for the healing and libera#on of crea#on and our neighbors.” 

“God loves us passionately! It is impossible for true faith not to yield 

abundant fruits of love because it is by faith that we awaken to 

God’s abundant love for us in Christ – and love wants to love. Love is 

the fruit of faith. Love is the mark of the true Chris#an.” 
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By: Pastor Bob 

Chief among the reasons why our congrega#on should have a ‘Caring Connec#ons’ ministry is that ALL people ma>er to God and ALL 

people should ma>er to us. 

Have you ever met a person who didn’t need encouragement, comfort or a sense of belonging? Have you ever met a person who did-

n’t need, from #me to #me, a telephone call, a brief note, an email, text, or a visit? When I speak with our seniors, more oMen than 

not, they men#on how apprecia#ve they are for the call and how nice it is to not be forgo>en. With forty-nine seniors homebound, 

we have an opportunity to remind them that they are important to us! We’ve got more than a few members transi#oning from their 

home of many years to nursing homes and re#rement facili#es. This provides us an opportunity to remind them that they are im-

portant to us. There are those who are hospitalized, those who are grieving the loss of a loved one, a job, the inability to see their fam-

ily members for whom a ministry of caring connec#on could provide support, comfort and a listening ear.  

Almost daily we receive calls from members seeking a listening ear or good counsel as they deal with an unexpected and unan#cipat-

ed ‘event’ that is now present in their lives. Our congrega#on’s staff, key leaders, members and even our facility are not only a safe 

place but a brave place from which their truth can be spoken. 

According to the Bible, taking care of one another is a corporate responsibility. It is a sad, regre>able, and avoidable research-based 

fact that declining congrega#ons are almost always congrega#ons that have come to the unhealthy and unbiblical based decision to 

expect the pastor to be the primary care provider. Congrega#ons that embrace this ministry to provide caring connec#ons WITH the 

pastor and other trained leaders as key stakeholders almost always are at the heart of a growing congrega#on – numerically and spir-

itually. 

We have, currently, 25 individuals and/or teams commi>ed to providing care at three levels:  

    The First Level  

        - Homebound 

    The Second Level 

        - Transi#ons or Par#al Homebound – members in hospitals or rehabilita#on facili#es, etc. 

    The Third Level  

        - All Members 

Lay members trained in providing the sacrament of holy communion, will be available to provide our members the connec#on we 

have always desired. 

You’ll be hearing from us! Please, do take the #me to get to know the person(s) connected to you. They share with you updates, pray-

er requests, a listening ear and the assurance that you are valuable, you are cared for, you are important to us! They will remind you 

to be who you are…blessed! 

PEOPLE CARING FOR PEOPLE 

A CARING CONNECTIONS MINISTRY TO ALL 



Eagle Messenger 
Article Deadlines 

Monday, January 11  for February issue 

Monday, February 8 for March issue 

Monday, March 8  for April issue 

5 

  COUNCIL CONNECTION 
By: Jen Friz, Congrega#on Council President 

James 1:2-5  Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face 

trials of many kinds, because you know that the tes)ng of your faith produc-

es perseverance.  Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature 

and complete, not lacking anything.  If any of you lacks wisdom, you should 

ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be giv-

en to you.  

The week leading up to Sunday, December 6 was a very stressful one for our 

staff.  A project to put a retractable screen in the front of our sanctuary, 

which was expected to be completed during that work week, took longer 

than expected.  By that Sunday, there was no screen, there was s#ll scaffold-

ing in the chancel, and the live-streaming and recording equipment was not 

working.  I’m grateful for our staff, Shannon Omlor and Pastor Bob, in par#c-

ular, who worked extra evening hours at the end of that week into the 

weekend to try to fix the issues, and then improvised and came up with a 

con#ngency plan to record the service on a laptop and have it shared online 

Sunday morning. 

Pastor Bob admi>ed aMer the service that his sermon was somewhat spon-

taneous yet, in typical fashion it was quite relevant to the current happen-

ings at St. John’s and s#ll closely linked to the scripture reading and poin#ng 

us toward Jesus.  The Gospel lesson from Mark described the beginning of 

the good news of Jesus.  Pastor Bob described that we are a congrega#on 

and people of God “under construc#on” and that there is internal and exter-

nal work underway at St. John’s.  The transforma#on of our building over 

the last 5 years is clear evidence of this external work and provided a beau#-

ful sanctuary in which to worship.  But the internal work is the spiritual work 

happening within each of us and the development and trust growing within 

our teams at St. John’s.  We are becoming one body, with one God, with one 

voice.  And that too, is the beginning of the good news! 

As we were approaching the end of the year, preparing for the annual budg-

et mee#ng and reaching out to poten#al nominees to join congrega#on 

council in 2021, the “under construc#on” theme really resonated with me.  

It was an opportunity to reflect on the work of council this year and recog-

nize the growth and progress that we made, but also acknowledge that 

there is s#ll much to do.  Lauren Frey, Mike Huber and Cathy Krause join our 

council in 2021 as we thank Brian Moatz and Andy Varzally for their work on 

the council this year.  Our team will be “under construc#on”.  We need to 

get to know each other in a pandemic where we’re not likely to be able to 

meet in person for some #me.  We need to build trust, learn our own and 

each other’s giMs and determine the path God desires for St. John’s. 

There’s a lot of room for improvement in the way the council func#ons.  We 

haven’t used a calendar which has led to delays in delivering on many tasks 

and leM us ill-prepared in several situa#ons and resulted in undue stress and 

anxiety for many of our staff and leaders, including the stress leading up to 

the December 6 service.  We could blame our contractor for taking longer 

than a week to install the screen and new equipment, or we could ask why 

we didn’t start the project when our sanctuary was vacant for 7.5 months?  

That is certainly an opportunity that the council didn’t act upon in a #mely 

way to move our congrega#on forward.  I’d like to think that we’re learning 

from our mistakes and failures and we will con#nue to turn to God for guid-

ance as we navigate the challenges and opportuni#es to serve God and 

build disciples at St. John’s.  Let’s let our faith persevere, ask God for wis-

dom, and share the good news! 



 

JANUARY 2021 

Wednesday Tuesday Monday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 

Sunday 

1 2 

5:00p Come to the Table 

New Year's Day 

Office & Preschool Closed 

9 8 7 6 5 4 3 

6:30p Daisy/Brownie Troop 

1759 

8:00a God’s Word Blesses Us 
(Moatz) 

8:00a God’s Word Blesses Us 
(Roth) 

9:30a Worship Celebration 

Online 

7:00p Cub Scouts 
7:00p Small Group Bible 

Study 

6:30p Catechism GWBU 5:00p Come to the Table 8:00p Broadcast 

Epiphany Leadership Retreat Leadership Retreat

10 16 15 14 13 12 11 

5:00p Newsletter Submission 
6:30p Daisy/Brownie Troop 

1759 

8:00a God’s Word Blesses Us 
(Moatz) 

8:00a God’s Word Blesses Us 
(Roth) 

9:30a Worship Celebration 

Online 

6:45p Handbell Choir 
Rehearsal 

7:00p Cub Scouts 
7:00p Small Group Bible 

Study 

5:00p Come to the Table 8:00p Broadcast 

Baptism of Our Lord

23 22 21 20 19 18 17 

Pastor Bob's 34th Ordination 
Anniversary 

 

8:00a God’s Word Blesses Us 
(Moatz) 

8:00a God’s Word Blesses Us 
(Roth) 

9:30a Worship Celebration 

Online 

7:00p Finance Team 
7:00p Cub Scouts 

7:00p Small Group Bible 

Study 

5:00p Come to the Table 9:00a Community Leaders 

8:00p Broadcast 

MLK Jr. B-day

Preschool Closed

30 29 28 27 26 25 24 

6:30p Daisy/Brownie Troop 
1759 

7:00p Endowment Team 

8:00a God’s Word Blesses Us 
(Moatz) 

8:00a God’s Word Blesses Us 
(Roth) 

9:30a Worship Celebration 

Online 

6:45p Handbell Choir 
Rehearsal 

7:00p Cub Scouts 
7:00p Small Group Bible 

Study 

5:00p Come to the Table 8:00p Broadcast 

Worship & Music Retreat Worship & Music Retreat

31 

8:00a God’s Word Blesses Us 
(Moatz) 

8:00a God’s Word Blesses Us 
(Roth) 

9:30a Worship Celebration 

Online 



JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 

Michael Sabo 

2 

LaRue Erb 

3 

Johanna Clark 

4 

Ryan DiPietro 

Earl Guinther 

5 6 

Barbara Brendlinger 

Robin John 

Doris Moser 

7 

Abigail Rhoads 

8 

Elizabeth Rose 

Darlene Smith 

9 

Connor Cordero 

Amy Moyer 

Nicole Stout 

10 

Chris Schlegel 

11 

Marvin Johnson 

Marian Moatz  

12 

Christian Coale 

Randy Rupert 

Kenneth Samsel 

Jacob Strouse 

13 14 

 

15 

William Truman III 

Matthew Varzally 

16 

17 

Jenny Clark 

Jennifer Eidle 

18 

Dana Smith 

19 

Charles Eckert III 

Sebastian Varzally 

20 

Grace Burkert 

Taylor Fronheiser 

Coby Sartin 

Luke Young 

21 

Joanne Miller 

Kelli Miller 

Sandra Schoenly 

22 

Karen Buzalewski 

Betty Imbody 

Charles Miller III 

Maci Weiss 

23 

Harper Gaugler 

Alvin Miller 

24 

Amanda Kulhamer 

Jean Moyer 

Ronald Sheidy 

25 

Scarlette Shaner 

Dennis Strouse Jr. 

26 

 

27 

Ruth Annabelle 

Burkert 

28 

William Endy 

Lamar Hartline 

29 30 

Jason Eidle 

Jackson Fretz 

Daniel Stout 

31 

Christopher Houser 

Phyllis Rohrbach 

      

 

 

Happy Birthday! 
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We believe God’s purpose for the people of  
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is to develop  

joy-filled children of God who love the Lord 
and share God’s Word. 

We do this by: 
� Maintaining a trusting and welcoming environment. 
� Praying daily. 
� Reading scripture regularly. 
� Sharing our faith through action-based service. 
� Encouraging holy conversations. 
� Feeding our faith with music. 

With a focus on: 

� Activities that build relationships. 

� Worship that is relevant. 

� Meeting the needs of the vulnerable in our 
  community. 
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ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH | 45 North Reading Avenue | Boyertown,  PA 19512 

610-369-1024 | 610-369-1463 Fax | www.stjohnsboyertown.org 

Return Service Request - Dated Material 

Mailed December 21, 2020 

EAGLE MESSENGER 

Office Hours (open by appointment) 

Monday-Thursday 8:30 am - 3:30 pm 

Friday 8:30 am - 12:00 pm 

Pastor Bob Machamer bmachamer@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Kay Christman, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Mason Emmert, Director of Worship and Music  memmert@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Sue Grofe, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Vicky Henry, Preschool Director vhenry@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Bonnie Moatz, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Michael Omlor, Treasurer treasurer@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Shannon Omlor, CommunicaUons Coordinator somlor@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Becky Scheiry, Parish Administrator parishadmin@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Amber Shubert, Sexton ashubert@stjohnsboyertown.org 


