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Dear Sisters and Brothers,
COVID has caused us to distance, but does it need to result in disconnect? In wri ng to a church, the author of 2 John said, “Though I have much to write to you, I would rather not use paper and ink. Instead I
hope to come to you and talk face to face, so that our joy may be complete”. The Bible reminds us that we
ﬁnd joy in the face to face presence of one another. We gather because God is worthy of being worshiped,
loved and served. I do long to see you, and I know that you join me in the desire to see sisters and brothers
in your church family. COVID hasn’t stopped us from deepening our online worship services, ‘zoom’ bible
studies and teaching me. It’s me to see each other face-to-face - - at a distance!
To that end, under the leadership of Jen Friz, the Congrega on Council has made the decision that beginning at 8:00am on August 16, we will oﬀer Holy Communion and a brief service in our parking lot. Speciﬁc details will be released soon. The short version – You enter the parking lot at the appointed entrance.
You receive a Sacrament of Holy Communion packet. You tune your radio to a sta on we will provide you
and we will worship together. We will need to arrive in me so that we can promptly begin. For be er or
for worse, as an ELCA congrega on holding to standards that the sacrament be appropriately available in
community and with a rostered leader, I am most thankful that you have honored our polity-our standards, and by not dilu ng who we are as Lutheran Chris ans.
The Congrega on Council has also decided that we would oﬀer a so re-entry approach, beginning at
9:30am on August 16 in the sanctuary (25 maximum, with overﬂow in the lower level - an addi onal 25).
It is based on the fact we believe we are currently unable to
reach 1/3 of our members. Again, we are reaching out to those
who cannot view us online or on TV. We are not trying to exclude
PLAN FOR RE-ENTRY
anyone, rather, we are trying to speciﬁcally reach those unable to
connect unless they are in our pews. We will show what everyone
AUGUST 16
else is watching online and on TV and we will have communion in
the pews for those members. We want to do everything possible
to connect with our members and our friends in the community
8:00 AM
and beyond. Loneliness be gone!
My prayer is now, and always has been, that you desire to con nue growing in knowledge so that your faith and your rela onship
with the Lord will deepen.

Brief service in parking lot
with Holy Communion

Be blessed!
Pastor Bob

9:30 AM
Online service viewing
in sanctuary with
Holy Communion
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COUNCIL CONNECTION
By: Michele Eidle, Congrega on Council Member
Hello everyone! I miss you all so much. I am grateful for online
worship but it can never replace gathering to worship together.
Please know that Pastor Bob, Congrega on Council and a commi ee of members are working to ﬁnd a safe way for us all to
return to our beau ful church building.
I’ve been drawn to the following scripture as I think about where
St. John’s was heading before all of our lives were disrupted by
the COVID-19 pandemic:
Ma hew 25: 37-40
37

“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see
you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to
drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or
needing clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or
in prison and go to visit you?’
40 “

The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one
of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for
me.’
I feel like St. John’s was really on a roll, we had so much forward
momentum created in the form of service opportuni es. Instead
of a beau ful church building in the center of Boyertown we
were really working toward becoming an essen al part of the
community. We asked community members and organiza ons,
“How can we help?” so that we could ﬁnd out where they need
us most.

Church members, led by Mike Omlor and Becky Erb, gathered together to develop our Come to the Table Saturday dinners. The
incredible turnout of volunteers for this service opportunity was
heart-warming and such a posi ve step in building our rela onship
with our community. Service that uses our hands and bodies to
provide for others means so much more than just a monetary dona on. Although it’s sad that it had to come to a temporary stop,
I’m conﬁdent it will be back be er than ever when we are safe to
serve meals again.
The Potato Project needed help to get the seedling potatoes cut for
plan ng, and a huge thank you to the members of the congrega on
who showed up and helped with thousands of pounds of potatoes.
A request for help came from Opera on 143 to help them get food
deliveries to Boyertown students. St John’s members stepped up
and we quickly had an eager list of volunteers who drove the food
bundles to the homes of each of the students.
I’m happy that our church has con nued to ﬁnd service opportunies even in light of this COVID-19 pandemic. Moving forward I’m
even more excited about two new ministries; People Caring for
People and Small Groups which I hope will become an essen al
part of St. John’s and enrich our faith and our church family even
more.
Till we see each other again, stay safe, stay healthy and be blessed.

VIEW OUR SERVICES
ON COMCAST
Tune in Thursday nights at 8:00 pm
on Comcast channel 28 to view the services
we’ve been broadcas ng online!

Eagle Messenger
Article Deadlines
Monday, August 10 for September issue
Monday, September 14 for October issue
Monday, October 12 for November issue

2

WE WANT TO BE ABLE
TO WELCOME ALL.

WE NEED YOUR HELP TO GET THERE.
By: Pastor Bob
We feed the hungry and serve those in our community in need by
working with other organiza ons. We know that God has blessed
us at St. John’s with strengths to oﬀer others and we know others
have strengths to oﬀer us. It’s a partnership. We see our neighbors as people with whom we are called to have a rela onship
and through whom God is already working. Anything short of that
isn’t biblical.
This year’s theme, “Feed, Pray, Love” s rred, before COVID-19,
the involvement of over 100 of our members commi ed to
providing a meal on Saturday night to those in need of food, companionship and good conversa ons. We call that ‘event’, Come to
the Table. What we found exci ng was this ministry took on a
diﬀerent feeling than the typical church event where we do something for others and we feel great about doing something for others – one side of the equa on. Come to the Table awakened the
feeling that both sides were blessed because it wasn’t the haves
serving the have nots. It was sisters and brothers gathering for a
meal and conversa on. It was rela onship building – far more
than just service to others. We learned together that Church isn’t
the model for Feed, Pray, Love. Rather, Feed, Pray, Love is the
model for the church. A meal, companionship and good conversaons! Communion! Anything short of that isn’t biblical.
We are a congrega on wan ng to be deeply commi ed to prayer
and Doing What Ma ers with God. Thanks to our Finance Team’s
good planning we did not have to furlough any staﬀ. We provide
educa onal and worship opportuni es, and we are commi ed to
People Caring for People (focusing on discipleship and spiritual
growth). Anything short of that isn’t biblical. The oﬃce has been
busier than before COVID. Please take a moment and let them
know you appreciate the hard work of cleaning things up and
making a path forward a likely reality. Caring for our members has
taken on a new shape with the risk too high to visit in hospitals.
Funerals have been more challenging, yet our presence has never
wavered, in spite of elevated risk. Those in posi ons requiring
leadership have coveted your prayers, as leadership during this
me has had no place to hide behind past prac ces. In fact, the
only way through to our future is to do as Paul advised the Philippians, “…forge ng everything which is past and stretching forward to what lies in front of me”. In other words, “What is God up
to?” and, “How can we help?” Those aren’t just the BIG quesons. They are the only ques ons we need to ask.

PRESCHOOL NEWS
By: Vicky Henry
The preschool board recommended and the congrega on council
approved the hiring of two new preschool teachers to our staﬀ.
Coming into our family will be Jaclyn Nesbi , teaching the twoyear old Play Group and Alisha Toub assis ng in the three-year
morning class.
Jaclyn has had previous preschool experience at Trinity’s Cornerstone program and Alisha has volunteered for the past 2 years in
our play group program and has taught at a daycare prior to having her children. We are excited to welcome them to our team
and hope that you get to meet them in the coming school year.
As director, this summer has been par cularly challenging. I have
been in contact with local preschool directors to try to discuss
plans for reopening in the fall. Local daycare directors have connued to keep me updated on challenges they are seeing each
week. Outreach to other church schools/daycares will help all of
us cope with the procedures we need to put in place for school to
begin.
The preschool board is very suppor ve in helping to decide ways
to keep our kids safe. To date, we have ordered thermometers to
check each child’s health as they enter school. We are also in the
process of ﬁguring out what extra staﬃng is needed to keep our
classrooms con nually disinfected. Finally, we are looking into
portable sinks for each classroom to help with keeping hands
clean!
There is so much to think about with the restart of our wonderful
program. Many families have decided to not return due to COVID
fears. With God’s help, your prayers, and my wonderful staﬀ, I
know this school year will come together—safely.

stjohnsboyertown.org
On St. John’s website, you can:
- Stay up to date with our church calendar
- View photos from recent events
- Watch worship services and messages
- Register for upcoming events
- Give online

Check it out!
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FLYING AN AIRPLANE THAT HASN’T BEEN FULLY BUILT
By: Steve Katzenmoyer
About 10 years ago I had the honor and pleasure to take two organ lessons with an award winning organ teacher/improviser named
Jeﬀrey Brillhart. A brilliant musician and teacher, Jeﬀrey taught me some new ways about leading worship through music, some ideas
that he learned through his extensive study here in the United States and abroad.
Since that me, he published a book en tled, “Breaking Free: Organ Improvisa on Through 20th Century Techniques.” The book is laid
out in 2-3 page lessons, and recently I’ve been taking in a lesson at a me, then pu ng the book aside and thinking about what he has to
say. Then a few days later, I’ll come back to that lesson, prac ce it again, and see what I’ve learned.
Life is so fran c some mes that we o en don’t have the me to think. I mean, Jesus went oﬀ to the desert for 40 days to fast and pray,
right? And some mes (many mes?) He got so frustrated with the Disciples that He just, in essence, said, “I’ve had it with you knuckleheads!” and went oﬀ to pray.
This me where we’ve been apart, worshipping online, it’s served its purpose. It had to. But if you’re like me, it’s not the same as being in
the building. The staﬀ has had to collec vely ﬂy an airplane that hadn’t been fully built. AND ﬂy that airplane while it was in mid-air! I
made mistakes along the way, and I’m grateful for PB’s and Shannon’s and Mason’s and many others’ sugges ons about how to improve
my por ons of the services. I think I’ve ﬁgured out what I’m supposed to be doing during this me, and I’m so hopeful this me is coming
to an end, and the next chapter will be coming, where we can have church in the sanctuary again. This new airplane is carefully being
built, with many technicians all calibra ng their parts of the airplane, all working together. I’m extremely conﬁdent this airplane will ﬂy
very, very smoothly.
So please, I ask you. Pray for the en re community of St. John’s as we re-enter the building. By the me you read this, we may very well
be having church in the sanctuary! I am certain that the staﬀ will keep thinking about the best ways to serve God and to serve you, in that
airplane that isn’t fully built, but is certainly more fully built than the airplane that le the runway somewhere around March 13.

STEWARD OUR FUTURE CHURCH
For clarifying our thoughts and helping us to reset priori es,
there’s nothing like a crisis – whether it’s a job layoﬀ, a death in
the family, social upheaval or a health emergency.

 How can your insights, strengths and gi s help to shape the
future of your life as a disciple and follower of Jesus? Of your
congrega on? What can you give to the future church in
me, talent and treasure?

With COVID-19 we’ve witnessed plenty of all of these, and more!
Despite our natural resistance to change, we’re learning new
ways to live. As a disciple of Christ, what thoughts have clariﬁed
for you? As a follower of Jesus, what personal priori es have you
reset?

COVID-19’s crises are s ll teaching us. As stewards of God’s
church, we can renew and restructure our church to fulﬁll God’s
mission. With God’s guidance, we will.

The ques ons arise because you are the church, we are the
church together and stewards of the church. We will pray the
Holy Spirit will guide us to a “new normal” of holy living as both
disciples and community that will be diﬀerent – and be er – than
what we’ve known.

Copyright © 2020, Rev. Robert Blezard. Pastor Blezard serves as
an assistant to the bishop of the Lower Susquehanna Synod, ELCA,
and works as content editor for www.stewardshipoﬂife.org. He
blogs at www.thestewardshipguy.com

What might that look like? Here are some ques ons to pray over
and discuss:
 When your church suspended in-person worship, what ways
did you ﬁnd to stay connected to God? To one another?
What did this teach you about holy living? About being
church together?
 COVID-19 forced us to “be church” without buildings. What
has this revealed about the nature of community? About the
value of buildings? As we go back into our buildings, how can
things be diﬀerent? Why must they be?
 In light of what we’ve learned, what values, ideas, tradi ons,
habits should we let go of? Which should we keep? What
really ma ers? And why?
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--Rob Blezard

GOSPEL READINGS
FOR AUGUST
Week 25
August 1

John 9:35-41

Week 26

PEOPLE CARING FOR PEOPLE

August 3

John 10:1-21

August 4

John 10:22-42

August 5

Luke 13:22-30

By: Pastor Bob

August 6

Luke 13:31-35

What it is:

August 7

Luke 14:1-6

August 8

Luke 14:7-14

It’s the heart and soul of a caring congrega on. The founda on
for this ministry is rooted in scripture. It has signiﬁcant impact on
any congrega on willing to make the leap to a discipleship focused approach to building up the body of Christ. When it is fully
func oning, it is equipped saints building up the body to maturity.

August 10

Luke 14:15-24

August 11

Luke 14:25-35

August 12

Luke 15:1-7

August 13

Luke 15:8-10

August 14

Luke 15:11-32

August 15

Luke 16:1-18

Week 27

Week 28
August 17

Luke 16:19-31

August 18

Luke 17:1-10

August 19

John 11:1-16

August 20

John 11:17-37

August 21

John 11:38-44

August 22

John 11:45-57

August 24

Luke 17:11-19

August 25

Luke 17:20-37

August 26

Luke 18:1-8

August 27

Luke 18:9-14

August 28
August 29

Ma hew 19:1-12; Mark 10:1-12
Ma hew 19:13-15; Mark 10:13-16;
Luke 18:15-17

Week 29

Week 30
August 31

Ma hew 19:16-30; Mark 10:17-31;
Luke 18:18-30

It is normal for a human body to grow, become stronger, and
eventually reach full maturity. In the same way, the church, the
Body of Christ, also needs to grow and arrive at a full and mature
state. Each member of the Body is crucial and necessary for the
Body to grow in a healthy way. Just as our physical body needs the
func on of all its parts, so the Body of Christ needs the por on of
each of its members (1 Cor 14:26).
When we allow God to build Godself into us day by day, we grow
in His divine life. This con nual process of God working Himself
into us and transforming us results in maturity and allows God to
build His church!
The result of our personal growth is not just that we know more
verses or become more spiritual, but much more, our growth issues in the growth and building up of the Body of Christ.
The fullness of Christ is the church actually being all that God intends it to be, the people of God together, fully alive and ﬂourishing, fully like Christ. This kind of church will both proclaim and
embody the gospel. This kind of church will demonstrate the unity
Christ has forged through the cross.
What it looks like:
Three ways we can provide healthy, mature and mutual care in
our congrega on:
1. Homebound
(Currently, 48 members and their families.)
2. Transi onal
(Members who have short-term recovery needs following surgery, bereavement, etc.)
3. Every Member
(In our congrega on we will need about 30 on the team to
func on comfortably.)
This is what we are working on…Another ministry focusing on
Loving God and Loving People.
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1
Kay Christman
Sarah Eidle

2
Terri Schaeffer
Jennifer Schlegel

3
Virga Brown
Garry Oberholtzer II

4
Shelba DiPietro
Donna Little

5
Dorothy Gruber
Joan Marburger
James Smoyer

6
Aiden Guinther

7
Barry Christman

8
Monica Herbert
Erika Lucas

9
Margie Grofe

10
Shannon Omlor
Thomas Unger

11
Ben Rohrbach

12
Dorothea Breitkreutz
Laverne Snyder
Adalyn Stahlnecker

13
Sarah Buzalewski
William Daub

14
Adam Cadwallader
Arianna Koch
Linda Manwiller

15
Carlene Losch
Dennis Shollenberger

16
Alexandra Vogt

17
Betty Long
Ruth Schlegel

18
Renae Johnson
James Miller
Cassidy Shaner

19
Jim Davidheiser
Robert Richards
James Robinson
Constance Shoemaker
Luke Stofflet

20
Ebie Cadwallader
Mark Stofflet Jr
Janet Zerbe

21
Makayla Adam
Janice Gamler
Robert Houser
Maxwell Manos

22
Josh Endy
Ruth Ann Wren

23
Lori Koehler
Roberta Lucarelli
Darryl Mittnacht
Brian Moatz

24
Max Goodrich
June Tim

25
Karin Pell
Joan Snyder
Barbara Yoder

26
Erik Recke

27
Frederick Endy Jr
Alina Friz
Daniel Nester

28

29
Dawn Gamler
Connor Groff
Shirley Hartman
Betty Keim
Eric Moore
Mark Rohrbach

30
Susie Allmendinger
Lucille Gehris
Judy Losh
David Sterling

31

Jesus Feeds the
Multitude
Help Jesus and the
disciples find the
way to the crowd.
When Jesus heard what
had happened, he withdrew
by boat privately to a solitary place. Hearing of this,
the crowds followed him on
foot from the towns.
Matthew 14:13
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We believe God’s purpose for the people of
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is to develop
joy-filled children of God who love the Lord
and share God’s Word.
We do this by:
Maintaining a trusting and welcoming environment.
Praying daily.
Reading scripture regularly.
Sharing our faith through action-based service.
Encouraging holy conversations.
Feeding our faith with music.
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With a focus on:

Activities that build relationships.
Worship that is relevant.
Meeting the needs of the vulnerable in our
community.

W
S

C
| 8:00 am & 9:30 am

Oﬃce Hours
Monday-Thursday 8:30 am - 3:30 pm
Friday 8:30 am - 12:00 pm

Pastor Bob Machamer
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Mason Emmert, Director of Worship and Music
Sue Grofe, Finance Team
Vicky Henry, Preschool Director
Steve Katzenmoyer, Church Musician
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ﬁnancialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
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Michael Omlor, Treasurer
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treasurer@stjohnsboyertown.org
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